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Sanctuary is OPEN 

The sanctuary is open but we are not quite 

back to normal due to the continuation of the 

COVID19 pandemic.  We need to be vigilant 

especially because of the new virus variants.  

Masks are optional and recommended if you 

are unvaccinated.  Please get your vaccination 

to minimize the possibility of getting infected 

or infecting others. 

Sitting will be in every other pew for the time 

being.   Do not come if you are feeling sick.  

You can watch our Worship Live stream on 

Facebook from the comfort of your home. 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH  

OF NEW PORT RICHEY  
 

5901 Indiana Avenue  

New Port Richey, FL 34652 

Phone:  727-842-7674    
 

Website:  www.fumcnpr.com 

Office email: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com 
 

—-Worship& Facebook Live— 

Each Sunday at 10AM  
 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 9AM-Noon 

 December 2021 
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More than Watchers in the Night 
 

There were shepherds who, telling stories in the night 
Gave themselves to homemade music in the flick’ring firelight. 
They’re a lonely crew, waiting longer than it seems 
For the world to drift and slumber into borrowed, empty dreams. 
When the angels came, they could not believe the sight; 
But they weren’t the first to wrestle there with terror in the night. 
They rose straight away, and resolved to take the chance 
That the angels had invited them to follow in the dance...  
 

Lord, We long for you,  
more than watchers in the night,  
more than watchers in the night. 
 

There were sages who understood the starry night 
As they starred into the darkness toward a solitary light. 
They’re a lonely crew, waiting longer than it seems 
For the world to drift and slumber into borrowed, empty dreams. 
And then quietly, with an ancient, patient gaze 
They would celebrate the portent of anticipated days. 
They rose straight away, as they saw the birth foretold 
And began their journey hence with frankincense, and myrrh, and gold. 
 

Lord, We long for you,  
more than watchers in the night,  
more than watchers in the night. 
 

And today we do still look deep into the night 
For the one to come and consummate love’s promise in the light 
We’re a hopeful crew, waiting longer than it seems   
As the world will drift and slumber into borrowed, empty dreams. 
But we linger here with the confidence of those  
Who remember that they’ve met the one for whom their longing grows. 
We rise straight away as the dreaming sleeper screams 
And the night beyond the nightmare offers more to love than dreams. 
 

Lord, We long for you,  
more than watchers in the night,  
more than watchers in the night. 

John E. Griswold, Seasons of Hope, p72 
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Pack-A-Sack 

 

 

Pack-A-Sack Food 4 Kids and One Community Now have partnered with Pasco Coun-
ty Schools to provide food for chronically hungry children on the weekends. There are 
over 7000 children in Pasco County that are going to bed without dinner every night.  

First United Methodist Church is working with Marlow Elementary School. Each sack 
that we deliver to them provides food items for children to eat over the weekends and 
school breaks. Food and monetary donations are welcome at any time. You will be 
helping children living in our neighborhood. If you are interested in assisting with this 
outreach please see Carolyn Arnold. Examples of food needed: 

  Peanut Butter    Oatmeal Packets 

  Pudding Cups    Tuna/Chicken (can/packets) 

  Sleeve of Crackers   Cereal/Granola/Breakfast Bars 

  Juice Boxes    Vienna Sausage/Beanie Weenies 

  Beef Jerky (1 oz.)   Canned Pasta (e.g. Ravioli) 

  Fruit/Vegetable Cups   Tuna/Chicken (cans/packs) 

  Raisins     Easy Mac 

  Milk (non-perishable)   Small packs of chips/popcorn 

 

Our Pack-a-Sack Ministry needs your help! 
As we get closer to the Holidays we have to 
deliver more food bags than usual to Marlow 
Elementary School. The children from disad-
vantaged families will receive extra food to 
take home before their Christmas break. 
 

Please donate much needed food items. You 
may put them in the Narthex when you come 
to church or drop them off during office 
hours. Monetary contributions would also be 
appreciated. Also pray for the children that 
grow up in underserved families. 
 

The picture above shows what we put into 
each sack. 
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Pastor John finished a study based on the 

book “Making Sense of the Bible” by Adam 

Hamilton.  In preparation for Christmas there 

will now be an Advent Bible Study. 

Come join the Bible Study Group on 

Wednesdays at 10:30 AM in Henderson Hall. 

The agenda is as follows: 

December 1, 2021:  Mark 1.1-15 

December 8, 2021:  Matthew 1.1-2.23 

December 15, 2021: Luke 1.1-2.40 

A big shout out to all who donated to the 

United Methodist Women’s Ditty Bag Pro-

ject.  Also thank you to all who sewed the 

bags and assembled the hygiene items that 

went into each kit.  Your help is much appre-

ciated! 

The ditty bags will be distributed to our 

homeless friends for Christmas.  

DITTY BAGS FOR THE HOMELESS 

The picture on the right shows the contents 

of a Ditty Bag. Below you can see the fin-

ished collection of assembled Ditty Bags and 

the United Methodist Women who had fun 

getting together to work on the bags while 

enjoying some fellowship. God bless these 

wonderful ladies! 
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Craft Group 

First United Methodist Church has a new Craft 
Group!  God bless Donna and Judy who have 
done an outstanding job at getting the former 
Sunshine Room ready for new activities. The 
room will now be named “Craft Room”.  
 

The crafters meet on Mondays at 10am. Come for fellowship and all kinds of crafts like sewing 
and crocheting. Materials and equipment are provided. 
 

Even if you think you are not crafty, just come to enjoy some company and friendly conversa-
tion.  If you are interested but can’t make it please call Donna at 502-435-8843.  
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QUILT SHOW 
Calling all Quilters (or those who own a 
quilt)!!   We are holding our first ever Quilt 
Show on Friday and Saturday, February 18 
and 19, 2022, 9am to 5pm both days, in 
conjunction with The West Pasco Quilters 
Guild. 
We would love to display your quilt(s) in 
the sanctuary for everyone and all in the 
community to see.  If you own a quilt that 
was your Mother’s, Grandmother’s or 
handed down through the family, we would 
love to have it in the Show.  Or even better, 
perhaps you are a quilter and can enrich our 
Show with your own creations.  If it is an 
heirloom, no worries – we will take good 
care of it.  More info to follow but if you 
have questions, please see or call  
Pat Hiuser (727-484-6020) or Maryann 
Barth (727-372-1050). 
The picture below shows the Queen size 
quilt “Morning Glory” that will be raffled 
off at the end of the Show on Satur-
day.  Tickets are $1 each or 7 for $5.00. 

In this picture you can see what a quilt show 
looks like in a different church. 

When your best friend is God 

You are never alone. 

Every moment of the day,  

He is by your side, 

Helping you to find your way, 

Wanting good things for you. 

Psalm 136:26  

“Give thanks to the God of heaven” 

God’s faithful love lasts forever! 

Blessings,  Alex Grimberg 

Care Giving 
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Choir 

We are blessed to have the choir back in ac-

tion! Their voices lift the roof and make Sun-

day worship so much more special. Thank 

you to all the choir members for their dedica-

tion. 

Choir practice is from 6-7pm on Wednesdays. 

The choir can always use additional voices. If 

interested, talk to Ruthie after church service 

on Sunday or just show up Wednesday even-

ing and there will be a be place for you.   

The pictures below show part of the choir 

singing during Sunday Service and Judy 

Simpson playing the flute. 

Angel names from Richey Elementary are 

available.  If you would like to make a child’s 

Christmas better, please contact Jean Ann 

Lewis. You can call or text me at 610-505-

2940.  I will have the names on November 

28th, so that you can choose a child in need 

and see what he/she is interested in. 

My heart is breaking with some of the simple 

requests (pillow/blankets, coats). Others ask 

for the big items like bikes or expensive com-

puter games. You are not expected to pur-

chase these items but it will provide ideas as 

to what they are interested in.  

We need to have all gifts (NOT WRAPPED) 

back to church by December 12th. You can 

place items in the Nursery Room or drop 

them off at the office between 9am and 12pm 

Monday-Thursday. Let’s put joy back into the 

hearts of children!         Jean Ann Lewis 

Angel Tree 
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A Note from Elke… 

Advent is one of my favorite times of the year. 
It brings back many fond memories from 
growing up in Germany.  

In late fall and throughout winter, the weather 
typically can be gray, cold, and dreary in Ger-
many; and daylight hours are short. Thankful-
ly, there are many comforting traditions to 
help people get through this “dark” time of  
the year. 

You may already know that advent wreaths 
and Christmas trees originate in Germany. In 
addition, I would like to share some other 
lesser known traditions taking place in my 
home country. May they bring some warmth 
and wonder into your advent and Christmas. 

Have a blessed Holiday Season! 

Saint Nicholas (Sankt Nikolaus) and 
Knecht Ruprecht 

On December 5, children leave their boots 
outside the door before going to sleep. Next 
morning, they find 
their shoes filled with 
candy and small gifts 
from Saint Nicholas. 
He also makes an ap-
pearance in shopping 
malls and children’s 
clubs.  

Knecht Ruprecht, also known as Krampus, is 
the dark companion of Saint Nikolas. He pun-
ishes naughty children with a stick. 

Christmas markets (Weihnachtsmärkte) 

The origins of Christmas markets can be 
traced back to the German-speaking part of 
Europe in the Middle Ages. A few thousand 
Christmas markets are held all over Germany 
each year. There is a special magical atmos-
phere when you wander from festive booth to 
booth.                  Continued on next page 

German  Christmas Traditions 

Advent calendar (Adventskalendar) 

The Advent calendar is an important count-
down to Christmas for German children. Eve-
ry day for twenty-four days preceding Christ-
mas, a window in the advent calendar is 
opened to reveal candy or a small gift. Advent 
calendars flood shops across Germany during 
this season, while many parents prefer to 
make their own creative calendar. 
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Germans socialize at Christmas markets and 
indulge in mulled wine, bratwurst, and Lebku-
chen. 

Christmas season in Germany is not complete 
without mugs of steaming hot mulled wine 
(Glühwein). This quin-
tessential Christmas 
beverage is sold in ce-
ramic mugs in all 
Christmas markets in 
Germany and is consid-
ered vital in beating the 
winter chill and spread-
ing festive cheer. 

Lebkuchen is another special German Christ-
mas treat found at Christmas markets. It re-
sembles gingerbread. These baked delights 
contain honey, a number of spices, and nuts, 
and can be soft or hard, sweet, or spicy, and 
with or without icing. Though it is traditional-
ly a Christmas delicacy, Lebkuchen is often 
sold in fairs, festivals and souvenir shops 

across Germany. 
Many of them have 
messages written on 
them. Many people 
bake small Lebkuchen 
as well as Christmas 
cookies. 

Christmas stollen (Weihnachtsstollen) 

Stollen is a fruit bread, which is made with 
nuts, spices, candied fruit and powdered sugar. 
It is enjoyed 
throughout the holi-
day season. Stollen 
goes splendidly 
with the traditional 
afternoon cup of 
coffee or tea. 

 

 

 

. 

Christmas Eve (Heiliger Abend) 

Christmas Eve is a jam-packed day of cele-
brations for Germans. Traditionally, many 
households will spend the day decorating the 
tree, preparing food for the family and attend-
ing a Church Service. As soon as the night 
draws in, households will gather around the 
tree. 
According to tradition, the Christkind'  
(Christ child) delivers the presents while the 
children are waiting outside the room. A bell 
will be rung when the Christkind has left and 
the children are allowed to step inside where 
the opening of gifts by the Christmas tree be-
gins. 

 

Epiphany and the Sternsinger 

Christmas cheer continues until January 6th, 
which is the day known as Epiphany or Hei-
lige Drei Könige (‘holy three kings’). Chil-
dren dressed as the Magi go from house to 
house and sing songs (hence the term Stern-
singer, or ‘star singer’). The Star Singers also 
inscribe a house-blessing above people’s front 
doors with chalk that was blessed by a priest.  
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Letter of Appreciation from UMCOR 
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Letter of Appreciation from S.O.L.V.E. 



12 

 

Letter of Appreciation from FUMC Children’s Home 
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R E V E R S E 

ADVENT CALENDAR 
EACH DAY ADD AN ITEM TO A BOX. 

ON CHRISTMAS EVE DONATE THE CONTENTS TO 

1ST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF NEW PORT RICHEY. 
 

 December 1  - box of cereal 

 December 2  - peanut butter 

 December 3  - stuffing mix 

 December 4  - boxed potatoes 

 December 5  - macaroni and cheese 

 December 6  - canned fruit 

 December 7  - canned tomatoes 

 December 8  - canned tuna 

 December 9  - ramen noodles 

 December 10 - jar of applesauce 

 December 11 - canned sweet potatoes 

 December 12 - cranberry sauce 

 December 13 - canned beans 

 December 14 - box of crackers 

 December 15 - package of rice 

 December 16 - package of oatmeal 

 December 17 - package pasta 

 December 18 - spaghetti sauce 

 December 19 - chicken noodle soup 

 December 20 - tomato soup 

 December 21 - canned corn 

 December 22 - canned vegetables 

 December 23 - canned carrots 

 December 24 - canned green beans 
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DECEMBER GOOD NEWS 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

OF NEW PORT RICHEY  

5901 Indiana Avenue  

New Port Richey, FL 34652 
 

Phone:  727-842-7674    

 

Website:  www.fumcnpr.com 

Office email: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com 

 

—-Worship& Facebook Live— 

Each Sunday at 10AM at 

First United Methodist Church of New Port Richey 
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