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The Annual Frostbite Luncheon is our opportunity to
welcome back our “snowbirds” as you return to the
warm Florida clime. All those returning to their southern
roosts are our special guests but all are invited!
The event will be on Sunday, January 19, after the 10:00
am worship service. There will be homemade soups and
sandwiches served. The luncheon is
hosted by the Children’s Ministry.
All are invited. Please come and let
First UMC, NPR express our gratitude and happiness for your return!

About Church
Membership

1/2—Crafts with Kim, 10am in
Room 1.
1/5—Installation of Officers for
2020 during worship.
1/6—Staff-Parish Relations Com
mittee, 6:30pm, Room 1.
1/11—FarmNet local organic farming event.
1/12—FYI Class, 5pm. Rm. 1
1/15—Ministry Planning, 5:45pm,
Henderson Hall.
1/19—FYI Class 5pm, Rm. 1
United Methodist Men, 6pm,
Room 1.
1/21—Trustees, 6:00pm, Administrative Council, 7:00pm.
1/26—FYI Class, 5pm, Rm. 1

Pastor David will be leading
a three week class on the
church and church membership on Sunday, Jan. 12, 19,
and 26 at 5pm in Room 1.
Those who joined the church
recently should plan to come.
If you haven’t attended the
class yet, you are encouraged
to attend—especially church
officers. The focus is the
generous nature of God and
how God creates the church
as a unique people.
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Message from the Pastor
We’re starting a new round of member classes at First UMC. I hope that you share in
my joy to know that there are people who
would consider joining us! But what is it
that we join when we join the church? What
does it mean to become a member?
If we don’t apply ourselves with discipline
and clear intention, the nature of the church
will elude us. That’s because it’s not of our
making, not fundamentally. It’s the work of
God. So it’s not fundamentally a support
group. It’s also not fundamentally an organization for benevolent work. Fundamentally,
the church is a creation of God and you are a
“member”—the hand, the eye, or feet of the
body.
I was talking to a couple once and one person said, “Preacher, I don’t feel I have to become a church member.” It didn’t surprise
me when I found out he was in an exclusive,
intimate relationship with someone and they
weren’t married. You don’t have to join the
church and you don’t have to get married.
It’s not necessary, but it might be a good
thing for him to consider what is lost when
you don’t commit yourself in these ways.
The FYI class is about a shared vision of
what it means to be Christ’s body in the
world. It’s about becoming open to our common hope and our common work. It’s about
learning to identify and name the presence of
God’s Spirit working in our lives.
We’ll start a three week class on Sunday,
Jan. 12 at 5 pm. If you can’t make all the
classes, come to the ones you can. I’ve seen
this class help members clarify their understanding of their purpose. May we grow in
faith and understanding in the
new year!
Grace with peace,

Happy New Year! We begin the new year
with a new unit entitled “Jesus leads the
Community.” The first lesson will begin
with the baptism of Jesus and conclude with
the sending of his disciples out into the community. The verse this month is “So they
went out proclaimed that people should
change their hearts and lives.” Mark 6:7-13.
See you in the Sunshine room!
Miss Mary, Miss Jean Ann, Miss Joan
and Miss Julie

We are a little short in paying our Apportionments this year. If you would like to make a
donation toward this, we have until January
6th to accept your donation. Thank you for
your generous support of the church this
year. A full financial report will be available
to anyone after January 20th.
Jo Babcock, Treasurer.

Prayers of Jesus from the Deeper Connections Series connecting the Bible to Life. We
will start with “Joining Jesus in Prayer” a
study of the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13),
an excellent way to deepen your prayer life at
the beginning of 2020. Join us in the Conference Room at 10:30 am.
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Pledge Service and Installation of Officers
The January meeting of the West Pasco Unit of United Methodist Women will take
place January 7th at 1 pm in Henderson Hall. The meeting will include the annual
Pledge Service and the Installation of Officers. We have three new officers this year:
Cindy Lucas, President; Sharral Ruth, Vice President; and Heather Withers, Devotion
Leader. We also have a wonderful group of officers continuing in their positions.
Come support all of them as they step forward to lead the unit into a new decade. In
2020 we will be looking at our PURPOSE with fresh eyes! Thank you to the Dorcas
Circle for that image and for the refreshments! Circle meeting schedule can be found
on the Calendar. All women are welcome to join! Below you’ll find pictures of the
various circles at their Christmas meetings. Thanks to Mary Carefoot for serving as
President this year.

Wesleyan Guild

Lydia Circle

Rebekah Circle

Saturday, December 14, was a blessed day for the men.
With the help of Karen McGinley and several volunteers,
the Breakfast with Santa was a great success. Many
thanks to Julie Calafiura and all of her elves who decorated the Hall in the Christmas spirit. Santa and Mrs.
Claus received a joyful reception upon entering the Hall.
All of the families enjoyed the photo ops with Santa and
Mrs. Claus.
The UMM also sponsored the activity of parking cars
for the Christmas Parade that same day. We made
around $850.00 . Thanks for the guys for setting up for
the many cars to park. Also, thanks to the ladies that
helped with parking cars.
I want to give a personal thanks for all of the elves involved in supporting the UMM Fellowship.
Blessings, Alex
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Dorcas Circle

THE RUMMAGE SALE IS COMING IN MARCH. START SAVING YOUR UNWANTED
TREASURES.
Below is a picture of the Christmas
meeting of the WPUMW. We had a
wonderful meal together and made
$200 on our cookie sale. Thanks to
Henry Fletcher and Peg Davis for
their wonderful music!

Crafts with Kim will meet Thursday, January 2nd at 10:00 am in Henderson Hall.
This month, our instructor, Kim Darling,
will be teaching us how to make original
greeting cards. Since she will be providing
the supplies, it would be helpful for her to
have a rough estimate of the number of
participants, so reservations are encouraged but not required. Call the church at
727 842-7674 to reserve a spot. We know
there are several expert card makers in the
congregation and we hope you will come
share your expertise with the beginners.
This group is open to everyone. Come
join us and bring your ideas for future
crafts (also bring Tacky Glue and doublesided tape if you have some!).
Last month’s, fabric Christmas stars were
quite a challenge but well worth the effort!

We’ve had some special
events at the Love Feast
recently. John Wells
daughter and son-in-law,
Katie and Christian Wells
-Barrara, sang for us.
Our Bible Study group
studied her book on missions! Above is a group
from the Cub Scout Pack
8 who sang Christmas carols for us. Finally, in
cooperation with Our Lady of Peace, we hosted
a homeless memorial worship. Thanks to all!

A huge Thank You for your generous donations to our Pack-a-Sack Program. We will
be sponsoring 25 children at Marlowe Elementary School. You can help us by providing money or any of the items below.
Peanut Butter

Oatmeal Packets

Pudding Cups

Cereal (1 oz. bowl or box)

Sleeve of Crackers

Cereal/Granola/Breakfast Bars

Juice Boxes

Vienna Sausage

Beef Jerky (1 oz.)

Pasta (can-i.e., Ravioli)

Fruit/Vegetable Cups

Beanie Weenies

Raisins

Tuna/Chicken (can/packets)
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5th Annual Collard Festival
and Winter Garden Expo
and Permaculture
Gathering

We were able to sponsor an choral event by
the HCC choir last month. It was a wonderful program of music around the theme,
Home. They raised $500 for an upcoming
trip. Thanks, Ruthie!

January 11th from 11am-2pm
at
Grand Community Gardens
5721 Grand Blvd.
Featuring locally grown vegetable seedlings, cool weather produce, bedding plants
& seedlings for cool weather, gardening materials, organic & heirloom seeds,
locally grown Loquat fruit trees and signups
for plots at Grand Community Gardens. Followed by a potluck supper and gathering at
Henderson Hall for folks interested in gardening, FarmNet and Permaculture. New
Port Richey FarmNet is dedicated to quickening the rise of a healthy and resilient community in the City of New Port Richey and surrounding areas on the basis of agrarian principles and practices, and a commitment to
food sovereignty. What is Permaculture? The
basis of Permiculture rests on the follow principles: -Care of the Earth, -Care of People, Fair share of the surplus by saving resources
to reinvest in the care of earth and of people.
This will be a great day for sharing ideas as
to how we can be responsible stewards of
God's creation through ecologically sustainable practices.

Red Apple
School
For Adult Learning

1st UMC has had a long history of cooperation with the Red Apple School across the
street. They continue to support our ministry
by donations of food to our Food Pantry. Below you see their gifts in “turkey bags”.
Thanks, Red Apple!

FUMC—Recipient of Organic Food Drive
The fifth annual New Port Richey organic
food drive, sponsored by FarmNet NPR
and Friendship Farms and Fare in partnership
with with local organic markets has come to
a successful close. Upwards of 200 pounds
of high quality organic food was collected
and was shared between the First United
Methodist Church of NPR Food Pantry and
Metropolitan Ministries.
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The Choir performed its Cantata on Sunday,
Dec. 22, during worship. It was an ambitious
program of music that told the story of Jesus’
birth. Thanks to the choir!

This was our third annual Breakfast with Santa. It was a wonderful time for our own kids
and families and also some new people from
the neighborhood We had about 60 people
there, including another exclusive appearance
of Mr. and Mrs. Claus. Thanks to the many
people who helped reach out to bless the children with a joyful event.

Silent Night, Holy Night. What a simple and
meaningful time of worship—pausing after
all the rush of Christmas preparations.

Hope UMC
Thanks to all who helped
local families give their
children a merry Christmas
by purchasing Angel Tree
Gifts. Below is a picture
of Jean Ann Lewis’ car as
she delivered some of the
gifts to Richey Elementary.

Journey to
Bethlehem
Hope United Methodist Church in Trinity
puts on an amazing Christmas program
called “Journey to Bethlehem.” Many people
come from the surrounding area for this imaginative experience of the first Christmas.
Hope collects canned goods from those who
come. Our Food Pantry was the beneficiary
of that collection. It was around 1500 lbs. of
food that we’ll distribute to the hungry of
New Port Richey. Thanks, Hope UMC!
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WE’RE ON THEWEB
WWW.FUMCNPR.COM
E-mail: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com
Fax: 727-845-8956
Phone: 727-842-7674
NEW PORT RICHEY, FL 34652
5901 INDIANA AVENUE

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF
NEW PORT RICHEY

Postmaster Send Address Changes To:

JANUARY GOOD NEWS
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
OF NEW PORT RICHEY
5901 Indiana Avenue
New Port Richey, FL 34652
SUNDAY

8:45 am
9:00 am
10:00 am

Adult Sunday School in Conf. Room
Soul Cafe
Worship Service (kids’ church & nursery)

MONDAY

9:30 am

Food Pantry and Clothes Distribution

TUESDAY

6:00pm
7:00pm

Trustees (3rd Tuesday)
Administrative Council (3rd. Tuesday)

WEDNESDAY 10:30 am
5:00 pm
5:45pm

Bible Study, Conference Room
Love Feast, Henderson Hall
Ministry Planning (3rd Wednesday)

FRIDAY

Office Closed
Phone: 727-842-7674 ***** Fax: 727-845-8956
Website: www.fumcnpr.com
Office email: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com
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