November 2019

In November it’s our tradition to use the
month of Thanksgiving to remember how
generous and gracious God is and to rededicate ourselves to a life of faithful generosity.
So our theme this year is “Give thanks to the
Lord...His love endures forever!”
Giving is never exclusively about giving to
the church. We are called to live generously
wherever we find ourselves. Whether we are
with our families, our neighbors, our coworkers, our friends, or with strangers, God
leads us to view all our relationships through
the lens of generosity.
Still, we learn about practicing generosity at
church and have particular responsibilities to
support the church’s ministry. We are fortunate to have a congregation that responds
generously, both to the general budget and to
special ministries. Thank you!
Although our financial picture has gotten
brighter over the past several years, we are
still spending more than our income and depending on an investment fund to supplement our income. It is gradually being depleted.
Here’s what you might do. Come to church
in November as we celebrate God’s generosity. Come to the Thanksgiving Meal on Nov.
24 at 5PM. If you have some extra money,
consider increasing your giving to the
church. Also, consider putting 1st UMC in
your will. You can’t out give God!

11/2—Charge Conference—2 PM, First
UMC Lutz, 960W Lutz Lake Fern Rd.,
Lutz.
11/3—All Saints Sunday.
11/5—WPUMW, World Thank Offering,
1PM
11/7—Krafts with Kim, 10:00 AM.
11/7—Eagle Scout Court of Honor, 7 PM,
Henderson Hall.
11/11—Veterans Day.
11/17—Hillsborough Community College
Choir at 1st UMC, 2PM.
11/23—Decorate Henderson Hall for
Thanksgiving dinner, 9AM.
11/24—Membership Sunday, 10:00AM
11/24—Decorate the Sanctuary for Advent/
Christmas after worship
11/24—Thanksgiving Dinner, Henderson
Hall, 5PM.
11/28—Thanksgiving Day!
THANKSGIVING DINNER—NOV. 24
On Sunday evening at 5:00 pm, we will gather in Henderson Hall for a feast!
Turkey, dressing and drinks are
provided. Bring a dish to share.
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November is one of my favorite months. It
usually means that the intense heat of summer is finally over. Many of our winter visitors are back. And it’s a bit of calm before
the intensity of the holiday season in December.
It’s also my birthday month! I’ve had some
memorable birthdays. One was after our
family had moved at the beginning of my
11th grade year. I was adrift in the big city
of Lakeland. I’d made some friends in the
band (I was a trumpet player) and when my
birthday came around some of my new
friends contacted my mother and asked if
they could throw a surprise party for me.
She obviously said “yes” because on my
birthday (Nov. 29) I opened my bedroom
door and a bunch of people, half of whom I
didn’t even know, yelled “Happy Birthday.”
Some of you might have been happily surprised. I was not. I was mostly mad. I didn’t know any of these people very well and
they had literally invaded my room. Humbug! I finally got over it but I think that that
day spoiled my love of birthdays to this day.
Still, I can appreciate the human instinct to
celebrate birthdays. It’s an act of gratitude.
If you’re having a birthday it’s a chance to
be thankful for life. If you’re a friend it’s a
chance to show appreciation for a particular
life that graces your social circle.
Here’s the takeaway. Don’t throw me a surprise birthday party. And be grateful for life.
The holiday that dominates November is
Thanksgiving. It’s a holiday marker from
the history of our nation, a time when the
lives of us immigrants was threatened by
lack of food. Fortunately, the people who
were already here reached out in hospitality.
The “thanks” of Thanksgiving is a moral obligation that rests upon all people...to celebrate life by giving
and helping.
Happy Thanksgiving!

This month, the children will hear stories that
shape our Faith Community. The stories of
Adam and Eve, Noah and the flood, Daniel
and the Lions and Jonah and the Fish will be
explored through video, drama, games and
crafts. Our verse this month is “Your word is
a lamp for my feet and a light for my journey.” (Psalm 119:105)
They are well on their way to becoming
faithful servants. Be sure to thank our little
ones for helping out with our fellowship
lunches and decorating the display case in
the Narthex.
See you in the Sunshine room!

Miss Mary, Miss Jean Ann, Miss Joan and
Miss Julie

For November, the Wednesday morning Bible Study group will be studying The Prayers of Jesus from the Deeper Connections
Series connecting the Bible to Life. Books
are available for $6. These engaging and
accessible studies are for everyone who
wants to deepen their understanding of
God’s Word and apply it more faithfully and
effectively. Join us in the Conference Room
at 10:30 each Wednesday for spiritual
growth, lively discussion and intercessory
prayer.
Blessings,

Mary Carefoot
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The November meeting of the West Pasco Unit of United Methodist Women will take
place on November 5th in Henderson Hall at 1 pm. Our program will focus on the lifechanging impact of our collective World Thank Offering which will be received at this
time. (Please read the book of Ruth ahead of time to prepare for this meeting.) Two
special items of business are on the agenda: The slate of officers for 2020 will be presented and a Special Mission Recognition pin will be awarded to Pat McDowell for her
service and leadership in the Unit. Our circle meetings for the month will follow the
usual schedule which is found on the Calendar at the end of the newsletter.
Looking Ahead: The December meeting will be our unit’s Annual Christmas Cookie
Sale, Salad Luncheon and Musical Extravaganza on Saturday, Dec. 7th at 12 in Henderson Hall! Bake and bag your favorite Christmas cookies to sell, then buy an assortment of festive cookies to enjoy this Holiday Season! Bring a salad to share for our
meal together! After that, we will be entertained by talented students under the direction
of Eric and Marina Mullins from the Mullins School of Music located here in downtown
New Port Richey! Don’t miss this special event coming up in December!

*to all the volunteers who helped with the
Fall Festival. What a great time!
*to our volunteers at HOPE UMC who cook
for the Love Feast on Wednesdays.
*to the ladies who prepare the communion
elements each month.
*to Carolyn Arnold and Pat Hiuser who volunteered in the church office during Martie’s
vacation.
*to our wonderful choir, our choir director,
Ruthie, and our accompanists, David and
Peg.
*to all who help keep the church clean!
*to God who does all things well.

Crafts with Kim will meet Thursday, November 7th at 10:00 am in the Conference Room.
This group is open to everyone. Our plan is to
introduce a different craft activity each month
that can be completed in one session. Last
month we made tote bags out of old t-shirts!
This month, we will be making seasonal napkin rings or paper crafts for the Holdays!
(Heavy cardboard rings will be provided.
Bring seasonal fabric scraps, old Christmas
cards, gift paper, trims, glue guns, etc.) In December, Kim Darling will begin working with
us. She will teach us how to make beautiful
fabric star ornaments for Christmas! Bring
your ideas for future crafts!
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Here is an edited version of a report and thanks
from Dell deChant of FarmNet about the recent
Sweet Potato Roundup held at 1st UMC.
Thanks to Conny Cranford for being the
church’s intermediary for this community event!
It was great to see so many of the FarmNet family
at the Sweet Potato Roundup...we had a blast, met
new friends, shared generously the fruits of the
Florida earth and our labor, and enjoyed some
memorable sweet potato dishes. There was also
an abundance of conversation and living human
interaction...And the food!: SP brownies, SP humus wrapped in SP leaves, mini-SP pies, SP
bread, SP doughnuts, SP salads, SP vegetable
medley, SP soup – and I might have missed something. All dishes were crafted with local sweet
potatoes and prepared by local chefs and kitchen
artists…
Estimates are that 100-150 folks attended and
about 200 lbs of sweet potatoes were sold or otherwise shared with the community...This was the
fourth annual Sweet Potato Round-Up. The
Round-Up is one of four seasonal harvest events
organized and managed by New Port Richey
FarmNet. The others are: The Collards Greens
Festival in January, the Florida Loquat Festival in
late March, and the Okra Occasion in August. Besides these events, FarmNet hosts and promotes
educational events, seminars, summits, farm-totable dinners, garden tours, business forums, and
local markets.
Our great thanks to David and Mary for the support of the festival and for generously opening the
church grounds and community to the FarmNet
project. We are most honored by this support and
caring.
All the Best, Dell deChant

Check out these related Upcoming Events :
November 2019 Plant & Seed Sale/Swap
on Saturday, November 2, at 9 AM-12 PM at
9421 Regina Lane, Port Richey.
Pollinators and the Food Supply on Tuesday, November 19 from 2 PM – 4PM at the
Palm Harbor Library, 2330 Nebraska Ave,
Palm Harbor 34683
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Many thanks to all the volunteers who were
ready to help with our Pumpkins this season.
Despite the catastrophic freezes for our
Pumpkin Farmers in New Mexico, we were
able to have a fun festival with 40 Pumpkins
which were donated by Walmart to our Boy
Scout troop. Thank you to all the many folks
who donated items, funding, cakes and for
those who attended the festival. Thank you
Bill and Vonnie Maytum for all the cakes and
food provided at the beginning of our season.
Thank you Keith for helping with set up; you
really did have Julie’s back. Everyone enjoyed Steve’s impromptu breakfast! Thank
you! Thank you Matt for our wonderful
hayride. Many had fun at our bingo – thank
you Martie and Alex, Rita, Cheryl and Rick.
Many thanks to the United Methodist Men
who provided the funding for the two bounce
houses. Thank you Ann, Mary, Mary Ann,
Volrie and Carolyn for being crafty! The
Cake Walk and Pie Eating contest is always
great fun-thank you Sandy, Pat, Rosemary,
Judy and Pastor David. Thank you Pat,
Marv and Karen for all your support. We are
grateful for our Scouting program and appreciate the dedication of the Scout/Cub leaders
to their children and young adults. We are
grateful that we can host a free fun festival
for our community. Thank you Tom Hannon
for our annual Bike Raffle which will be held
on Halloween at the downtown Trick or
Treat. Heather, thank you for facilitating the
set-up for our booth.
Did we say Thank you? If you didn’t find
your name, please be sure we are THANKFUL!
Much love and
blessings,

Julie and Mary

5

6

WE’RE ON THEWEB
WWW.FUMCNPR.COM
E-mail: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com
Fax: 727-845-8956
Phone: 727-842-7674
NEW PORT RICHEY, FL 34652
5901 INDIANA AVENUE

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF
NEW PORT RICHEY

Postmaster Send Address Changes To:

NOVEMBER GOOD NEWS
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
OF NEW PORT RICHEY
5901 Indiana Avenue
New Port Richey, FL 34652
SUNDAY

8:45 am
9:00 am
10:00 am

Adult Sunday School in Conf. Room
Soul Cafe
Worship Service (kids’ church & nursery)

MONDAY

9:30 am

Food Pantry and Clothes Distribution

TUESDAY

6:00pm
7:00pm

Trustees (3rd Tuesday)
Administrative Council (3rd. Tuesday)

WEDNESDAY 10:30 am
5:00 pm
5:45pm

Bible Study, Conference Room
Love Feast, Henderson Hall
Ministry Planning (3rd Wednesday)

FRIDAY

Office Closed
Phone: 727-842-7674 ***** Fax: 727-845-8956
Website: www.fumcnpr.com
Office email: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com

7

