August 2019

Our church runs on the volunteer work that
our people do. Here’s a few thank-yous to
the people who keep our ministry going…
*Bill and Vonnie Maytum who have been the
backbone of our food ministry for years.
*Bill and Jean Ann Lewis who work hard to
keep our food ministry stocked with donated
food.
*Carolyn Arnold who organizes the Pack-aSack and Back-to-School programs for kids.
*Connie and Alan Cranford for organizing
the weekly cooks for the Love Feast.
*the finance people, treasurer, check writers,
counters make sure your gifts are properly
collected, deposited and dispersed.
*the worship helpers (liturgists, ushers, greeters, soul café hosts, musicians, children’s sermonizers, and computer and sound people)
who help us praise God.
*the food pantry volunteers who come each
Monday to distribute food to those in need.
*all who attend the Wednesday Love Feast
and reach out to all to build a community of
Love and Grace.
*the women who run our children’s ministry
and teach our kids about the ways of God.
*the Trustees who work hard to keep our facilities in good shape.
*all who come and lift their hearts to God!

On Saturday, August 10, from 9am-noon you
are invited to come to a church planning retreat. We’ll be doing some “getting to know
you” and team building activities. We’ll be
brainstorming to help each person get inspired with new possibilities for his/her ministry here. We’ll be doing some evaluation
of the path our church is currently on. And
we’ll set some goals based on our best understanding of how God is at work among
us. Check the Pastor’s message for details.

If you are interested in a CPR class being
held in September, please see Alex Grimberg
or call the office. David Bear is the Instructor. Dates will be announced at a later date.
Thanks to the ten attendees who participated
in the class on the Defibrillator.
God is good all the time...Alex
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The biggest August event, from my point of
view, is the church planning event on Saturday, August 10, from 9:00 am-12:00 Noon.
Three hours is a big commitment on your
Saturday. Here are some reasons that I think
it is well worth your time.
First, it’s a time for leaders and other servants to gather and build a deeper sense of
community. This is sometimes called team
building but that term isn’t rich enough to
grasp what should happen. We are brothers
and sisters in Christ, involved in each other’s
lives and in a common ministry through the
church. We should have a common heart of
love. That comes from spending time together.
Second, it’s good to spend some time reflecting on the church as the body of Christ, not
just an organization. The body of Christ is
where the Spirit of God dwells in fullness.
It’s where we are gifted, each one individually, to contribute to the life of God of which
we all partake. Human organizations are
guided by their own goals and propelled by
the abilities that people have acquired
through study and practice. The body of
Christ is guided by God’s Spirit and propelled by gifts that God gives to us.
Third, we only thrive as this amazing organism, this creature of God’s making when we
understand our common purpose, beyond the
individual ways that we participate. This is
what I have been calling “vision.” I didn’t
make this up. This is the teaching of scripture. “Where there is no vision the people
perish…”(Proverbs 29:18). The passage
continues with the promise that those who
look to God will find joy.
We’ll do some evaluation of where we are
and imagine some goals. But our strength is
in the Lord. May our retreat be a time of
seeking spiritual vision of the
role God is preparing for 1st
UMC, NPR.
Blessings with peace,

In June, our focus was on the beginnings of
the Church Family. In July, we explored the
Old Testament families in the book of Genesis and learned of the promises God made to
Abraham. The stories of Abraham and Sarah, Abraham and Lot, Sarah and Isaac and
Isaac and Rebekah provide rich opportunities
for growing in faith. The Bible verse this
month is “I will make your name respected,
and you will be a blessing”. Genesis 12:2b.
See you in the classroom!
*****
Bring your sweet tooth on August 25 to support our children’s mission work. The children are raising funds for the Florida Food
Force. Your donations will help this important organization to purchase new refrigerators. Thank you for your support!

We’ve been giving bikes to the homeless as
they become available. At a recent ministry
meeting, Vance, from Food Force, found out
about our ministry. He spent the next few
days buying up all the bikes he could that
were advertised on Craigslist. He bought 19.
Hurray for Vance. Hurray for the God Force!

Bill Lewis in the Wesley Room with the 19 bikes from Vance.
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Upcoming opportunities to put faith, hope, and love in action!
August 5th—Wesleyan Guild at the Parsonage at 7:00 pm, bring school supplies.
August 6th—WPUMW Lunch Out at Jimmy’s Restaurant at 1:00 pm. Jimmy’s is located
at 6211 Grand Blvd in downtown New Port Richey. Come join us for wonderful food and
fellowship! (There will be no Unit Meeting in August and no Circle meetings other than the
Wesleyan Guild.)
August 19th—Registration deadline for Spiritual Enrichment Retreat. See below.
August 27th—Executive Committee at 1:00 pm in the Conference Room.
September 6-8—Conference Spiritual Enrichment Retreat at Life Enrichment Center in
Fruitland Park. This event is always an uplifting time of spiritual renewal! The cost is $145
for motel style rooms and all meals from Friday dinner through Sunday breakfast. Scholarships are available and we will be carpooling. Please contact Jo Babcock, 727-862-9005, for
scholarship information.
September 10th—Annual SOLVE Baby Shower in Henderson Hall at 1:00 pm. Bring diapers, clothing or other supplies for babies and children to our September Unit meeting.
SOLVE’S Director, Leona Peterson, will speak about SOLVE’s important ministry to children and their families right here in our neighborhood.
Watch for information about Ditty Bags, our next big project!

We have had an exciting journey as disciples
for Christ. There has been great fellowship
and we reached our goal of purchasing two
AED’s. One for the Sanctuary and one for
Henderson Hall.
I want to thank all of the volunteers who
helped to park cars, especially Julie Calafiura
and Mary Carefoot who managed to collect
monies and direct our guests to the parking
attendees.
The KIA Trolley was a great help for transporting families from our church to the activities downtown.
Our Bible Study on Discipleship has been a
great joy enabling us to share our thoughts
on the spirit of Discipleship.
Jesus said “Follow me and I will make you
fishers of men.” Blessings, Alex Grimberg

For the month of August, we will be studying four pillars of our Christian faith:
God, our Father—Luke 15:11-32 and
Psalm 68:5-6
Jesus, God’s Son—Matthew 16:13-20
and John 1:1-5, 14-18
The Holy Spirit—John 14:16,17,26 and
Acts 2:1-13
Perfect Peace—John 14:27 and Romans
14:19
John Wells and Ann Beazley will be the facilitators for these sessions. John will take
the first two weeks and Ann the last two.
Please join us for thoughtful discussion and
intercessory prayer.
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A huge Thank You for your generous donations to our Pack-a-Sack Program. We are
starting again in August. We will be sponsoring 25 children at Marlowe Elementary
School. You can help us by providing money or any of the items below.
Peanut Butter
Pudding Cups
Sleeve of Crackers
Juice Boxes
Beef Jerky (1 oz.)
Fruit/Vegetable Cups
Raisins
Milk (non-perishable)

Oatmeal Packets
Cereal (1 oz. bowl or box)
Cereal/Granola/Breakfast Bars
Vienna Sausage
Pasta (can-i.e., Ravioli)
Beanie Weenies
Tuna/Chicken (can/packets)
Easy Mac

If you are interested in helping with this outreach, please see me.
Thank you, Carolyn Arnold

First United Methodist Church will be collecting school supplies for Richey Elementary
School from July 14 through August 15. The supplies can be dropped off at the church or in
Henderson Hall on Sunday Morning. School Supply Tax Free Weekend is August 2-4.

Regular School Supplies

Teacher’s Wish List

Crayons (24 count)
Pencils
Paper (wide rule notebook)
Spiral Notebooks (wide rule)
Elmer's Glue (bottle and sticks)
Fiskars Scissors
Full Size Pink Erasers
Colored Pencils
Crayola Markers (box of 10)
Colored Folders with prongs

Pronged folders with 2 pockets
Tissues (Kleenex, Puffs or store brand)
Wipes (baby or Clorox)
Hand Sanitizer
Roll paper towels
Any size zip lock bags
Index cards
Copy Paper (any color)
Ear buds (head phones)
Any size Post-it Notes
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maple. These trees are alive and growing
fast! Papayas are delicious and moringas are
quite amazing since the roots, pods, seeds,
flowers, fruit and bark are all edible! Our edible landscaping project is becoming a reality! Join us for a workshop on Edible Landscaping, August 19, from 6:30-7:30 pm at
the Tarpon Springs Public Library.

Greetings from the Green Team! Our Herb
Garden is thriving! Please help yourself to
any of the herbs in the garden located near
the steps down to Henderson Hall—they do
better with frequent “hair-cuts.”
Thanks to Rick for planting two trees in the
Pumpkin Patch Place, a papaya and a
moringa, to replace the dormant/dead red

This is our most expensive outreach program. Bring donations with you Sunday and leave them
in the food box in the narthex. Put your money donations in the offering plate or drop them by
the church office. Thank you for helping us help our neighbors in need!
Carrots
Cereal—Dry, all sizes
Chili
Corn
Corned Beef Hash
Crackers
Fruit—Peaches, Fruit cocktail
Grape Jam (no glass)
Great Northern Beans
Green Beans
Jiffy Mix
Juice Drinks

We’ll continue worshipping in
Henderson Hall throughout August. Thanks to all for adjusting to the new setting. We’ll
be back upstairs the first Sunday of September.

Macaroni & Cheese
Milk, Canned or Dry
Peanut Butter
Peas
Pork ‘n Beans
Ramen Noodles
Ravioli
Rice, 1 lb. bags
Sardines
Soups-Chicken Noodle/Tomato
Spaghetti
Spaghetti Sauce (no glass)

Spam
Sweet Potatoes
Toilet Tissue
Tomato Sauce
Tomatoes
Tuna
Tuna Helper
Vienna Sausage
Water
White Potatoes

Welcome to our new members! Donna and Barry Fisher
come to us by transfers from the FUMC of Pine Island,
GA. Emily Morgan transferred from the Morgan’s Baptist
Church of Huddleston, VA. Erna McCormick transferred
from the Highland Baptist Community Church in
Pennsauken, NJ. Matt Prellwitz transferred from the
FUMC of Appleton, WI. Welcome!
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WWW.FUMCNPR.COM
E-mail: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com
Fax: 727-845-8956
Phone: 727-842-7674
NEW PORT RICHEY, FL 34652
5901 INDIANA AVENUE

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF
NEW PORT RICHEY
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AUGUST GOOD NEWS
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
OF NEW PORT RICHEY
5901 Indiana Avenue
New Port Richey, FL 34652
SUNDAY

8:45 am
9:00 am
10:00 am

Adult Sunday School in Conf. Room
Soul Cafe
Worship Service (kids’ church & nursery)

MONDAY

9:30 am

Food Pantry and Clothes Distribution

TUESDAY

6:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Trustees (3rd Tuesday)
Ministry Planning (2nd Tuesday)
Administrative Council (3rd. Tuesday)

WEDNESDAY 10:30 am
5:00 pm

Bible Study, Conference Room
Love Feast, Henderson Hall

FRIDAY

Office Closed
Phone: 727-842-7674 ***** Fax: 727-845-8956
Website: www.fumcnpr.com
Office email: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com
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