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June/July 2019June/July 2019June/July 2019   

We will meet in Henderson Hall for worship 

throughout June and July.  Last year we 

HAD to meet there because the sanctuary air 

conditioner died.  This year we are meeting 

there because it was a nice change! 

Our summer worship group is smaller than 

the rest of year so the Hall makes a more in-

timate setting.  We already have a sound sys-

tem installed and there are plenty of chairs.  

There’s almost no echo so you can under-

stand better what’s being said!  And we have 

a projector and screen that adds another new 

dimension to the experience.  We’ll still have 

sound enhancement devices if you need one.   

We’ll gather at the same time—10:00AM.  

Because it’s more informal, it may be a good 

time to invite a friend to worship.  Come ex-

pecting something wonderful from God, 

from our worship, and from each other! 

June 1st—Church-wide Picnic in Hender-
son Hall at noon.  The UMW will provide 
hotdogs, fixings, drinks and dessert. Every-
one is asked to bring a salad or a side.  We’ll 
have some fun summer activities. 

June 9th—Cookie Sale! The youth at Joining 
Hands Mission Church will be holding a 
cookie sale after worship on Sunday, June 9.  
They are raising money to help defray the 
costs of going to the Warren Willis Summer 
Camp. Let’s see how much we can help these 
youth get to Camp. 

June 16th—Father’s Day Brunch at 9 AM. 
Come to church a little early on Father’s day 
for a special Soul Café Brunch of Bagels and 
coffee.  This is an opportunity to fellowship, 
get some delicious coffee, juice, and a bagel 
with cream cheese, and honor our fathers. 

July 21st—Potluck Luncheon after church. 
Wear your beach clothes and bring your fa-
vorite dish to share.  We’ll be in Henderson 
Hall anyway so it will be easy!  Let’s relax 
and enjoy a beach-like atmosphere in the 
comfort of our A/C. 
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I was lucky on my recent camping trip.  The 
weather was unseasonably cool for the entire 
week.  Still, at the end of the week the heat 
had returned.  It was wilting! 

That’s summer in Florida and the main rea-
son so many of our winter residents fly back 
north for the summer.  Though the heat is 
powerful and can be dangerous, summertime 
is also a time of renewal, vacation travel, and  
a change of routine. 

We’re observing summertime at the church 
with this in mind: we’re relaxing our sched-
ules and routines a bit and seeking self re-
newal. 

Our worship during June and July is the big-
gest example.  Last year we worshipped in 
Henderson Hall while the Sanctuary A/C 
was being replaced.  I won’t forget the first 
Sunday when I arrived at church and Steve 
Young informed me that the A/C wasn’t 
working!  That’s a pastor’s nightmare.  But 
everyone pitched in, we moved downstairs, 
and had one of the most vital worship expe-
riences I’ve had in a long time. 

We can’t recreate the anxiety, improvisation, 
and refreshment of last year, but we can look 
to God to show us again that the Holy Spirit 
is with us wherever we two or three gather in  
honor of the Holy One.  May God speak to 
us in new ways as we change things up again 
this year. 

The UMW and UMM are relaxing their 
schedules and doing things differently this 
summer, too.  They’ll be having some differ-
ent events and being together in new ways.  

The Administrative committees are relaxing 
during the summer, too.  The work of the 
church goes on, but the break will be refresh-
ing for everyone. 

Stay cool and safe this summer.  May your 
new routines bring you renewal 
in your spirits.  May God be 
with us! 

Blessings with peace, 

Our first unit as we begin this summer is 
called Church Family.  Our studies will take 
a look at Peter and John, Pentecost and the 
beginnings of the Church of Jerusalem.  As 
we study the beginnings of the Church, the 
children will be looking for ways to serve 
God within our church family.  We will be 
using Room One during the summer to 
watch our Deep Blue video before breaking 
into age groups.  Please help us adhere to our 
child protection policy and remember to sign 
your child in and out. 

Happy Summer! 

Miss Julie, Miss JeanAnn , Miss 
Joan and Miss Mary 

Annual Conference is June 5-8 at Florida 
Southern College in Lakeland this year.  
This is an important yearly event where pas-
tors and deacons are ordained, deceased pas-
tors are memorialized, groups caucus and 
fellowship, delegates worship and adminis-
trative business is done. 

Pray for peace and unity in all the delibera-
tions. Your delegates are Ken Houghtaling 
and Pastor David. 

We raised $170 for the Annual Conference 
offering that goes toward a new congrega-
tion at the women’s prison in Reddick and 
the FAMU Wesley Foundation. 
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The United Methodist Men’s Fellowship is 
excited about donating an Automatic Exter-
nal Defibrillator to the church.  It was funded 
by money volunteers in the church raised by  
parking cars for community events. 

We are in need of volunteers to become 
C.P.R. Certified to operate the defibrillator.  
If you feel called to become certified, please 
contact the office or Alex Grimberg.  I would 
like to have the defibrillator operational as 
soon as possible. 

On Saturday, June 29, we plan on parking 
cars for the Main Street Blast.  This will help 
to fund another Automatic External Defibril-
lator for Henderson Hall. 

Blessings, Alex Grimberg 

To our wonderful children’s ministry 
team who provide Christian education to 
our kids 

To our counters, treasurer (Jo Babcock) 
and all the other people who keep track of 
the money 

To our ushers, greeters and liturgists who 
assist in worship 

To Karen and Joe McGinley who are do-
ing a great job keeping our church clean 

To Carolyn Arnold and Sharral Ruth who 
organize the Pack a Sack program 

To Bill and Jean Ann Lewis for lugging 
food to the church for our ministries 

June 1st—Churchwide Picnic in Henderson 
Hall at noon.  The Executive Committee will 
provide hotdogs, fixings, drinks and dessert. 
Everyone is asked to bring a salad or a side.  
Games with Carolyn Arnold, a Talent Show 
or Camp Songs will follow the meal.  Bring 
your harmonica! 

July 9th—Lunch Out at Rose’s Bistro at 1.  
We’ll be counting our Blessings with our 
Daily Calendars! 

August 6th—Lunch Out at Jimmy’s Restau-
rant at 1.  We’ll nurture our “creative sup-
portive fellowship”! 

There will be no Unit or Circle meetings 

during July and August. The Executive 

Committee will meet on August  27th at 1 in 

the Conference Room and our next Unit 

meeting will take place on September 10th at 

1in Henderson Hall.   We will have our an-

nual Baby Shower for SOLVE! Bring dia-

pers, clothing or other supplies for babies, 

children and mothers, to be distributed by 

SOLVE, our very local mission project, lo-

cated just a few blocks from First United 

Methodist Church. 

Special Events for the Summer 
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The Food Ministry has grown by leaps and 
bounds in the past few years.  Right now it 
has three important parts. 

The first is Pack a Sack that feeds the hun-
gry children of Pasco County. Carolyn Ar-
nold and Sharral Ruth started our Pack a 
Sack program. It helps 22 children from 
Marlowe Elementary School. During the 
school year, children are fed breakfast and 
lunch at school but they often go hungry on 
the weekends.  A bag of food which has two 
breakfast and two lunch meals for each child 
is taken to the school on Thursday for the 
children to take home on Friday.  This is a 
great way to serve the Lord’s hungry chil-
dren.  One Community Now provides a 
grant for half the cost with our church mem-
bers and friends contributing the balance of 
our costs.  If you would like to contribute, 
please see Carolyn Arnold. 

The second part of our Food Ministry is the 
Wednesday Night Love Feast.  This pro-
gram is headed by Connie Cranford.  Every 
Wednesday a fine dinner is provided to the 
community with about 70 to 80 people at-
tending.  Pastor David gives communion be-
fore the meal.  Hope United Methodist 
Church provides two meals a month.  The 
remaining meals are cooked by Jessica, the 
“Cupcake Lady,” and our own church crews.  
There is no cost but donations are accepted.  
This ministry has grown with Pastor David’s 
encouragement and support. 

The Food Pantry is the third part of our out-
reach program.  Every Monday morning we 
give food to the needy and at risk people in 
our neighborhood.  This program has grown 
a great deal in the past few years.  Here are 
some numbers on this program. 

 

In the first quarter of 2018  2019 

Church Spent  $2,725 $2,929 

Bags Dispensed  263  360 

People Helped  549  750 

New People   41  55 

 

As you can see, we have increased our ser-
vices but did not spend more money.  We 
have been helped by Florida Food Force and 
the Volunteer Way.  These organizations have 
helped us save money while our ability to 
give more food to families has increased.  
This program is supported by your contribu-
tions. 

Another great part of our ministry is given by 
Hope United Methodist Church led by Jean 
Howell.  Her team has a Clothes Closet that 
is open every Monday morning as well as 
Wednesday before the Love Feast.  They also 
give out bikes.  Thirty bikes have been given 
out to date. 

All the above is keeping with Jesus’ teach-
ings of helping the poor and needy. 
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JUNE-JULY GOOD NEWS 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

OF NEW PORT RICHEY  
5901 Indiana Avenue  

New Port Richey, FL 34652 

 

SUNDAY 8:45 am Adult Sunday School in Conf. Room 
 9:00 am Soul Cafe 
 10:00 am Worship Service (kids’ church & nursery) 
 
MONDAY 9:30 am Food Pantry and Clothes Distribution 
 
TUESDAY 6:00pm Trustees (3rd Tuesday) 
 6:30pm Ministry Planning (2nd Tuesday) 
 7:00pm Administrative Council (3rd. Tuesday) 
 
WEDNESDAY 10:30 am Bible Study, Conference Room 
 5:00 pm Love Feast, Henderson Hall 
 
FRIDAY Office Closed 
 

Phone:  727-842-7674   *****   Fax:  727-845-8956 

Website:  www.fumcnpr.com 

Office email: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com 

 

 

Postmaster Send Address Changes To:  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
NEW PORT RICHEY  

5901 INDIANA AVENUE  

NEW PORT RICHEY, FL 34652  

Phone: 727-842-7674  

Fax: 727-845-8956  

E-mail: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com  

 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
WWW.FUMCNPR.COM  

 

 


