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May 2019May 2019May 2019   

During May, we will be finishing  Short Sto-

ries by Jesus  a study written by Amy-Jill 

Levine, a new look at familiar parables.  

Then we will undertake a Mission Study 

called, What About Our Money?  Join us! 

Cinco De 
Mayo 

On May 5 after worship we will have a church
-wide POTLUCK luncheon celebrating the 
family.  Come and share your favorite family 
recipes! Bring your favorite family dish, desert 
or casserole to share as we celebrate our moms 
good cooking following the worship service! 
It’s Cinco de Mayo so you may want to bring a 
Mexican inspired dish.  You are also invited to 
wear something that honors our neighbors to 
the south.   
 
You may bring your dish to Henderson Hall 
prior to the service and ovens will be available 
for warming. Let’s help our Green Team and 
bring your own place settings. Drinks and des-
sert will be provided. 

Annual Conference is June 5-8 at Florida 
Southern College in Lakeland this year.  
This is an important yearly event where pas-
tors and deacons are ordained, deceased pas-
tors are memorialized, groups caucus and 
fellowship, delegates worship and adminis-
trative business is done. 

Please be in prayer for candidates for minis-
try that will be ordained and recognized.  Be 
in prayer also for the servants who have 
“died in the Lord”, having completed their 
course in ministry.  Pray for peace and unity 
in all the deliberations. Your delegates are 
Ken Houghtaling and Pastor David. 
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Our “Journey to Easter” that began last 
March with Ash Wednesday was an eventful 
season.  We do a lot of things at church but 
nothing is more important than a vital, imag-
inative, spirit driven worship experience. 

Our Ash Wednesday service emphasized the 
“smudge”.  Worshippers come to receive that 
sign of the cross on their foreheads in ash. 
Did you know that Bill Maytum has been 
burning palm leaves from the previous year’s 
Palm Sunday service to make those ashes?  
The sign of the cross reminds us of the desti-
nation of our Lenten journey and how God 
causes us to rise from the ashes. 

On Maundy Thursday a small group of disci-
ples gathered to reimagine the Last Supper 
of the Lord with his followers.  With lights 
low and hearts humbled, we followed again 
the events of that Holy night when Jesus 
demonstrated his unfailing love of his faith-
less followers.  Each person was invited to 
come to a table at the front of the sanctuary 
set with the communion elements.  Each sat 
and imagined the night of Jesus’ betrayal and 
denial.  Each thought again of how Jesus 
washed the feet of his faithless ones.  Each 
received the bread and cup, signs of Jesus’ 
pledge of love unto death. 

A few of our congregation woke early and 
made their way to Sims Park where Pastor 
Victoria from our sister Christian Communi-
ty Church reenacted the experience of one of 
the women on resurrection morning.  We 
sang, prayed, and listened beyond the bound-
aries of our denominations. 

At 10:00 AM 220 people gathered to wor-
ship the Lord of life and death.  The sanctu-
ary was filled with lilies and each worship-
per had the opportunity to add to the beauty 
of our flower cross.  The brass blasted the 
message of God’s triumph.  Ruthie and Da-
vid performed Bach’s tribute 
sublimely. We heard the witness 
of life beyond death.  Hurray!  
May Easter live in you. 

He lives!  

This month the children will be exploring 
friendship. As we explore the friendships of 
David and Jonathan, Daniel and Tabitha, the 
children will be learning how to be a good, 
prayerful and loyal friend. Our verse for this 
month is ‘friends love all the time, and kins-
folk or born for times of trouble’. (Proverbs 
17:17) 
See you in the sunshine room! 

Miss Julie, Miss Jean Ann, 

Miss Joan and Miss Mary 

We welcome Ray Calvert and Joe and Ka-
ren McGinley as members of 1st UMC. 
They have a long and colorful history of 
participation in Christ’s church.  Ask them 
about it! 

Please consider participating in the next 
FYI/member class to learn about how God 
creates the church. 

Karen S. Fox defines compassion as “the 

art of interacting with people suffering in 

ways that empowers, encourages, brings 

hope and lifts spirits.”  If you feel the Holy 

Spirit urging you to join this ministry, con-

tact Alex Grimberg. 

COMPASSIONATE 
CARE 

MINISTRY 
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Thank you for your generous support of our Easter collection for Church World Service.  
Over 321 dollars were contributed which will provide a wide assortment of materials and 
services for people in need around the globe.  For example:  A goat, 100 gallons of clean 
water storage, one month’s rent for a refugee family,  and 70 concrete blocks for house 
walls in Haiti could all be paid for with this donation from First United Methodist Church! 

This month’s Unit Meeting on May 7th at 1 pm will feature our annual Memorial Service 
for United Methodist Women and  a program on “Aprons”.  Please bring an Apron that has 
special significance to you.  May Circle meetings are listed on the Calendar, please join us! 

Our June Unit Meeting will be the Annual Church-wide picnic on June 1st at noon in Hen-

derson Hall!  Bring a dish to share.  The UMW will provide drinks and dessert.  Games and 

Talent Show to follow! 

The meeting times of the Circles are as follows: 

Wesleyan Guild (our night Circle)—Monday, May 6, at 
7:00 pm in the parsonage  (5843 Pennsylvania Avenue) 

Dorcas—Tuesday, May 14, at 10:00 am in the Conference 
Room 

Lydia—Tuesday, May 14, at 1:00 pm in the Conference 
Room. 

Rebekah—Thursday, May 16, at 1:00 pm in Henderson 
Hall. 

 

This year’s hunger walkers are pictured here.  
The hunger walk is a community wide project 
sponsored by One Community Now.  They 
raised around $120,000 to help feed local fami-
lies and children.  Our Pack-a-Sack program re-
ceives money from One Community Now. 

We raised $2,522 this year!  Thanks for your 
faithful generosity in the name of Christ.  You 
are awesome. Thanks to Carolyn Arnold who or-
ganized things. 
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The United Methodist Men had a very suc-
cessful “Chasco Season” parking cars for 
several of the annual activities.  They took in 
$1,266.00 which will be put to good use for 
the church and different outreach programs. 
 
Thank you to all who helped with the car 
parking.  It was a great time of fun and fel-
lowship. 

Alex Grimberg 

The loquat we gave to the Allen-Radivoy 
family last year for Earth Day, is doing very 
well thanks to Wendy’s loving care.  In cele-
bration of Earth Day this year, we gave some 
plants to Patricia, David, and Aubrey who 
live next door to Wendy and Bill in the 
Church’s other rental house.  We gave them a 
very small Strawberry Guava and a very ro-
bust Papaya!  Still working on our Ten Year 
Plan. 
Herb of the month:  Basil, which is widely 
used in Italian cooking, has some interesting 
connotations.  “A French expression ‘seeding 
the basil’ refers to ranting and raving because 

this herb is traditionally sown with much 
shouting and stomping.” (Herbs and Spices 
for Florida Gardens , p. 139) We did not 
stomp or shout but the basil is doing very 
well in our Kitchen Garden by the steps to 
the breezeway. 
We need help spreading our free mulch from 
the city and we still dream of establishing a 
community garden on Church grounds.   If 
these things interest you or you have other 
green ideas, please speak to a Green Teamer 
( Carolyn Arnold, Mary Carefoot, Conny 
Cranford, Sharral Ruth or Bob Yarnell) or 
better yet join the Green Team yourself! 

To the Children’s Ministry people, especial-
ly for organizing the Egg Hunt on Easter.  
The Easter Bunny’s appearance was a spe-
cial treat! 

To the worship committee that worked extra 
hard getting ready for Lent and Holy Week.  
The flowers on Easter were outstanding! 

To everyone who attended the Lenten 
“Table Talk” Luncheons. We had fun, fel-
lowship and learned something new about 
ourselves and our faith. 

To all the people who work with our Mon-
day Food Pantry program.  This is not only 
food distribution to food insecure people, it 
is a ministry of presence and care. 

To all our cooks and servers on Wednesday 
nights.  The Love Feast is a regular fellow-
ship event for most of the people who 
come...our “other congregation.” 
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 MAY GOOD NEWS 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

OF NEW PORT RICHEY  
5901 Indiana Avenue  

New Port Richey, FL 34652 

 

SUNDAY 8:45 am Adult Sunday School in Conf. Room 
 9:00 am Soul Cafe 
 10:00 am Worship Service (kids’ church & nursery) 
MONDAY 9:30 am Food Pantry 
 
TUESDAY 6:00pm Trustees (3rd Tuesday) 
 6:30pm Ministry Planning (2nd Tuesday) 
 7:00pm Administrative Council (3rd. Tuesday) 
 
WEDNESDAY 10:30 am Bible Study, Conference Room 
 5:00 pm Love Feast, Henderson Hall 
 5:00 pm Young Voices 
 6:45 pm Choir Practice 
 
FRIDAY Office Closed 
 9:00 am Green Team Meeting in Conf. Room 
 

Phone:  727-842-7674   *****   Fax:  727-845-8956 

Website:  www.fumcnpr.com 

Office email: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com 

 

 

Postmaster Send Address Changes To:  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
NEW PORT RICHEY  

5901 INDIANA AVENUE  

NEW PORT RICHEY, FL 34652  

Phone: 727-842-7674  

Fax: 727-845-8956  

E-mail: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com  

 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
WWW.FUMCNPR.COM  

 

 


