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February 2019 

Valentine’s Day Brunch after Church on February 10.  
We will decorate on Saturday, February 9, at 9:00 am. 
All are invited for a delicious meal and time of fellow-
ship.  Let’s use Valentine’s as a time to affirm our love 
of God and one another at this fellowship meal.  See 
you there! 

Movie night at Sims Park on 
Saturday, March 23, at 6:00 
pm.  Volunteers needed to help 
with refreshments.  Contact Ju-
lie Calafiura or the church of-
fice if you are interested in 
helping. 

Innovation! 
Gulf Central District 

 

Learning and Application Event 
 

The Why, What & How with a Mid-and Small Local Church focus 
February 16, 2019, 9am-3pm 

Anona UMC, 13233 Indian Rocks Rd, Largo, FL 33774  
    Just a few of our great sessions include: 

 Reaching into your community-Asset Mapping 
 Reaching children through growing School Partnerships 

 Digital & Websites for the novice 
 How to buy Technology smartly 

 Sharing the Gospel when you’re scared to death 
 Keeping our sanctuary safe in today’s world 

Child care available 

SAVE THE DATE NOW!  Please register if you can go.  
Contact the church office and Martie will help you or go 
online at www.FLUM.org/events. This event is designed 
for all leaders of the church.  Carpooling available. 

Dates for February Calendar 
 
*Pinewood Derby Track Set-
up—Friday, February 1st 7pm 
*Pinewood Derby Race—
Saturday, February 2nd, 10am 
*Scout Sunday—Sunday, 
February 17th, 10am 
 

Check out the Scout Face-
book page:  

www.facebook.com/
CubScoutPack8NPR 
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February is the month of love.  In the heart 
of the month is the day when love is cele-
brated, people consider the most significant 
people in their lives, and give and receive 
signs of this reality. 

It’s more than a feeling; it’s heart, soul, mind 
and strength.  There’s something about it 
that comes from beyond us, like cupid’s ar-
row.  There’s also something about it that is 
inward, in our deepest parts.  The King 
James version of the Bible called this part, 
somewhat indelicately, the bowels. 

I hope that everyone has fun with this won-
derful holiday.  Don’t forget to come to the 
church celebration on Feb. 10 after church.  
Don’t eat too much chocolate or drink too 
much wine.  Enjoy and celebrate love but 
remember this. 

Just because we have loved someone for 
decades doesn’t mean that we’ve reached the 
depth of love.  And love is deep, as deep as 
creation.  It’s the meaning of creation.  As 
Christians we find the clearest vista of love, 
the deepest knowledge of love, it’s most 
sublime feeling in Jesus.  So here’s a pas-
sage from Philippians 2 where Paul seeks to 
express the quality of God’s love... 

5 In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God, 
    did not consider equality with God some-
thing to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 
    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! 

Hurray for love!  May we grow 
in this sweet path. 

Valentine’s blessings, 

Message From the Pastor 

This month, we will be finishing our study of 

the Gospel of John, using materials by Adam 

Hamilton—a book titled John and a weekly 

video lecture presentation. We also have live-

ly discussions and a time of prayer together 

each week.  We are exactly half way through 

the study and we have extra copies of the 

book so you are welcome to join our support-

ive small group!  We meet at 10:30 am in the 

Conference Room which is located across 

from Henderson Hall. 

This month’s Bible verse is ‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, all your being 
and all your strength’ (Deuteronomy 6:5).  
Our focus this month is on family traditions, 
faith and proverbs. If you would like to vol-
unteer with our children, please contact the 
office or join us in the Sunshine Room! 
Miss Julie, Miss Jean Ann, Miss Joan and 

Miss Mary 
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SAVE YOUR TREASURES!!! 
 

It’s that time again!  The Annual Rummage Sale will be on Friday, March 8, 2019, from 8:00 am-2:00 
pm and March 9, 2019, from 8:00 am-12:00 Noon.  Henderson Hall will be open for items to be deliv-
ered starting on February 18, 2019, from 9:00 am-12:00 Noon.  Start your spring cleaning early! 

VISIT OUR CAFÉ FEATURING COFFEE, 

BAKED GOODS AND QUICHE 
 

SET UP:  TUESDAY, 3/5 

WEDNESDAY, 3/6 

& THURSDAY, 3/7 

9:00 AM—12:00 NOON 
 

We want your unwanted treasures in good condition! 

Small household items, small kitchen appliances, 

dishes, linens and bedding, curtains, 

knick-knacks, Christmas items, 

home and garden tools, 

toys, games and books 
 

NO CLOTHES, SHOES, 

LARGE FURNITURE 

OR COMPUTER ITEMS, PLEASE!! 
 

Bill Lewis will pick up items 

again this year 

Call him at 727-807-3492 or 610-513-2489 

Every year, United Methodist Women’s observance of a Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 
gives members and friends of our unit an opportunity to reflect on the gospel of Christ, 
pray together and designate funds for ministry on a particular mission focus.  This year, we 
will focus on learning more about the difficult circumstances children and youth face 
around the world, how our organization is promoting their well-being and providing equal 
opportunities for them, and how we can support children and youth through the Call to 
Prayer and Self-Denial offering.  Please join us on Tuesday, February 5th at 1:00 pm in 
Henderson Hall.  All are welcome! 
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We have added something new to our month-
ly meetings.  It will be named the “United 
Methodist Men’s Fellowship Bible Study.  
The study comes from a study book entitled 
“A Road to Discipleship.”  My prayer is that 
this study will help us to learn to become 
better Disciples. 
Blessings, Alex 

Publix Plantings Are Making a Huge Impact 
Excerpts from ARBOR DAY Nov/Dec 2018 
 
Last year, Publix partnered with the Arbor 
Day Foundation to plant 125,000 trees in 
Florida’s Withlacoochee State Forest and 
other places such as two former plantation 
sites.  Native pines were planted to help re-
store natural water flow, improve critical 
habitat for a variety of land and aquatic wild-
life species, and reduce nitrogen and phos-
phorus that enters the watersheds of Ala-
chua, Marion and Lake counties.  We salute 
Publix and their leadership for the use of tree 
planting to help restore water quality to the 
state of Florida and hope that these projects 
inspire others to follow suit. 
 
Our plantings on church property (a plum, a 
red maple, and two hazelnut bushes) are still 
in a dormant state.  We will let you know 
when they wake up!  Plans are moving ahead 
for the herb garden in the bed closest to the 
kitchen and we will plant a “Bee Feed Flow-
er Mix” from the Sierra Club in the early 
Spring.  What will you plant this year? 

A planning meeting for the upcoming park-
ing fundraisers is on Sunday, February 10, at 
6:00 pm in the Conference Room.  Bring a 
friend and food to share.  There are two pos-
sible dates for parking cars:  one for Chasco 
and one for the Eddie Money Show.   

The United Methodist Men invite the Con-
gregation to our “Souper Bowl” Party on 
February 3, 2019, at 6:00 pm, in Henderson 
Hall.  Invite a friend to come cheer for your 
favorite team (New England Patriots vs. Los 
Angeles Rams).  Bring an appetizer and a 
can of soup for the Food Pantry.  Drinks will 
be provided.  See you there!! 

St. Stephens Episcopal “High Tea” 

The ladies pictured above attended a tea at St. Stephens 
to raise money for missions.  Aren’t they lovely! 



5 

 



6 

 

 

 FEBRUARY GOOD NEWS 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

OF NEW PORT RICHEY  
5901 Indiana Avenue  

New Port Richey, FL 34652 

 

SUNDAY 8:45 am Adult Sunday School in Conf. Room 
 9:00 am Soul Cafe 
 10:00 am Worship Service (kids’ church & nursery) 
MONDAY 9:30 am Food Pantry 
 
TUESDAY 6:00pm Trustees (3rd Tuesday) 
 6:30pm Ministry Planning (2nd Tuesday) 
 7:00pm Administrative Council (3rd. Tuesday) 
 
WEDNESDAY 10:30 am Bible Study, Conference Room 
 5:00 pm Love Feast, Henderson Hall 
 5:00 pm Young Voices 
 6:45 pm Choir Practice 
 
FRIDAY Office Closed 
 9:00 am Green Team Meeting in Conf. Room 
 

Phone:  727-842-7674   *****   Fax:  727-845-8956 

Website:  www.fumcnpr.com 

Office email: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com 

 

 

Postmaster Send Address Changes To:  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
NEW PORT RICHEY  

5901 INDIANA AVENUE  

NEW PORT RICHEY, FL 34652  

Phone: 727-842-7674  

Fax: 727-845-8956  

E-mail: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com  

 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
WWW.FUMCNPR.COM  

 

 


