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This is the season to gather with church
friends and celebrate the fellowship we share.
A great way to do that is the Christmas dinner
on Sunday, December 16, in Henderson Hall
at 5:00 pm. Turkey, Dressing, and Drinks will
be provided. Each family is asked to bring a
favorite dish to share. Please bring your own
table service. We’ll sing Christmas Carols
and share stories of Christmas past. You
might want to think back on some outstanding
or unusual things that happened around
Christmas to share at the open mic. For more
information, call Carolyn Arnold (727-8083162).

Breakfast With Santa—Dec. 15

Last year we began a program to reach
out to families with young children in
the church and the neighborhood—
Breakfast with Santa. It was a great
success.
We’re doing it again this year and we
need your help. We need cooks and
servers. We need crafty people. We
need people with the gift of hospitality
to greet and welcome. We need media
people to pass out cards and flyers.
Does this sound like a program God is
calling you to help with? Contact the
church office—727-842-7674. It’s on
Saturday, Dec. 15, from 9-11 AM.

United Methodist Men
The Methodist Men’s Fellowship will be parking cars for the Christmas Parade on Saturday
December 8, 2018. The parade is in the evening.
We invite all that can help in this fund raiser.
The lot where the construction company
parked their vehicles is empty. This means we
have extra acreage to park cars and will need
more volunteers to help.
Blessings, Alex

Gifted by God
During Advent we will have a 5
part series called “The Gifts of
God.” From Sunday, Dec. 2 until Christmas Eve we will consider the gifts of Hope, Peace,
Joy, Love and Light. See you in
worship!
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The UPCYCLE and Art Festival at Sims Park
last month was a great event! It was our
church’s latest Presence in the Park effort. We
sold lots of SERRV products, we gave out
booklets of upcycling ideas but mostly we
watched in amazement as kids transformed
your Genius Bucket contributions into their
own works of Art. Special thanks to John
Wells for the idea! Green Tip for December:
Buy a potted live tree and plant it later, buy a
locally grown cut tree and remember to water
and recycle it, or buy an artificial tree and use
it again and again! Celebrate Christ’s Birth by
caring for creation!

This December we will continue our studies
on family; different kinds of families and extended families. Through our Deep Blue
friends and bible stories, our children are
learning about courage, bravery and what it
takes to serve God.

The culmination of our Advent Series, “Gifted
by God”, is Christmas Eve. The theme is
light. We will gather at 7 PM in the Sanctuary
for a service of hymns, scripture, preaching,
and candle lighting. This is the “holiest night
of the year”, so come prepared to worship and
lift your hearts to God.
This will also be a fun time. Come early and
enjoy hot chocolate, tea, coffee, and light
Christmas treats at the Soul Café. Also, bring
your families. Christmas Eve worship is a
wonderful time to encounter the Holy Presence in the company of your loved ones!

Green Tips for December
Visit one of the Tree Farms in Dade City to
pick out your locally grown Christmas tree
or better yet buy a potted live tree to plant
after Christmas! If you don’t have a place
for it in your yard, check with the Green
Team and the Trustees to see about planting
it on church grounds. Remember to water
your cut tree and to recycle it after you take
it down.
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hope the meditations and practices of the
season will shape me?
2. How can I prepare myself, my home,
and my family for the arrival of Jesus in a
way that nurtures a spirit of anticipation
and hope?
3. Have I left enough space in the busy
holiday season to pay attention, to listen, to
wait, and to be surprised? What practical
steps can I take to both guard those quiet
moments but also embrace divine interruptions?
4. Consider the effects of light. It can
warm and it can guide, but it can also expose and surprise. What does light in the
darkness mean for the world? What does it
mean for my life in this season?
5. What does it mean to listen to the
prophets in this season—not just the
prophets of old, but the prophets of today? Who is crying out for justice and
peace from the margins, and what will I do
to heed their calls? Do I long for God’s
Kingdom?
May the discipline of your daily walk inspire your hope in this season of waiting
and hoping. May the customary lights and
images shine with new promise in days
leading up to the Christ event. May God be
present in your life as we await the childgift, the promised one, our renewed and restored selves.
May the blessings of Advent
be with you and your family
and friends!
Grace with Peace,

Advent Message From the Pastor
The beginning of the Christian year is four
Sundays before Christmas, December 2 this
year. The four weeks of Advent is intended
as a time of self-reflection and new direction in our spiritual lives. In that way Advent is a lot like Lent.
Here are several questions that might spur
you to seek God and the perfection of love
with new determination and understanding.
You can use them in many ways...focusing
on one for an entire week, reading them all
and deciding on one that speaks most directly to your soul, or reviewing each of
them daily.
1. When I wake up on Christmas morning, how will I be different? How do I
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On Sunday, November 18, we welcomed 6 new members into the fellowship of First United Methodist Church of
New Port Richey. They were Marv and
Pat Hiuser, Don and Sue Granner,
Elaine Vandenberg, and Jean Blekkenk.
The previous Sunday Erna McCormick
was baptized.
All are invited to participate in the ministries of the church. Members make a
special commitment to take a 4-week
discernment class to gain a clearer understanding of the vision of this church
and how they can respond to God’s call
to ministry here.
If you have been considering membership please contact the pastor, indicate
your interest on the sign-in forms at
worship, or contact the church office.
The pastor will be in touch.

We have been very busy this month getting packages
ready and baking cookies.
Sixty-Four Ditty Bags (School kits) have been prepared for the children of the Dade City farm workers.
That’s 14 more than we did last year! Packages will
be delivered the first part of December.
The United Methodist Women will be hostessing
their annual Christmas party December 8th at noon in
Henderson Hall. Christmas cookies will be sold at
this time and we will be entertained by Ruthie's
Young Voices. Everyone is invited to join us.
Check the circle meeting times and places and get involved with the a small group!

In November we gave out 148 bags of food feeding 226 people for
the month. There were 29 new families. Since we are serving
more families, we need money and food donations. This is our
most expensive outreach program. Bring donations with you Sunday and leave them in the food box in the narthex. Put your money donations in the offering plate or drop them by the church office. Thank you for helping us help our neighbors in need!
Carrots
Cereal—Dry, all sizes
Chili
Corn
Corned Beef Hash
Crackers
Fruit—Peaches, Fruit cocktail
Grape Jam (no glass)
Great Northern Beans
Green Beans
Jiffy Mix
Juice Drinks

Macaroni & Cheese
Milk, Canned or Dry
Peanut Butter
Peas
Pork ‘n Beans
Ramen Noodles
Ravioli
Rice, 1 lb. bags
Sardines
Soups-Chicken Noodle/Tomato
Spaghetti
Spaghetti Sauce (no glass)
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Spam
Sweet Potatoes
Toilet Tissue
Tomato Sauce
Tomatoes
Tuna
Tuna Helper
Vienna Sausage
Water
White Potatoes

Oldest Member Still Active

Our Stewardship Series, “Live Generously”
was an inspirational success. We celebrated
the many gifts that God has given us, including the community of the saints that have inspired and sustained us, Jesus’ call to ultimate
generosity of which our veterans remind us,
and the gift of our local church that is reaching
out in ministry and needs our support.
Bill Lewis, our new Finance Chairperson, reminded us that our church site is an excellent
place for ministry to our neighborhood and we
need to continue to support the budget for
staff, utilities and church repairs. The greatest
example of the congregation’s faithfulness this
year was the replacement of our Sanctuary Air
Conditioning system. It was a project that
took a couple of months but, in the end, was
completed beautifully.
Thanks to our many volunteers. Thanks to
Bill Maytum and Bill Lewis who gave inspirational talks about stewardship. Thanks to
Cheryl Vaughn who oversees the memorial
garden and organized the dedication of the
memory bricks given this year. Thanks to Jo
Babcock who directed the “Ingathering” meal.
She had MANY great volunteer helpers who
purchased and carved the turkeys, organized
the decorations, shopped, and everyone who
came and shared their dishes. What a great
conclusion to our “Live Generously” Stewardship series.
May we be transformed by God’s amazing
gifts! We are called to live in the awareness of
God’s abundant gifts to us. Thank you for
your faithfulness to the church throughout this
successful financial year. May 2019 find us
full of the confidence of God’s great mercy
and care for us. You can’t out give God!

Here’s a photo of Helen Coast’s visit to
the pumpkin patch. She's 102 years old!
The scouts made nearly $4K for their
program. The Navaho farmers earned
about $6K. Thanks to all who visited the
patch. See you next year.
Red
Apple
Gives to
Food
Pantry
Thanks to the Red Apple Adult Center
for the many bags of food they contributed to our Food Pantry! Hurray for the
spirit of giving!

Thanks to the United Methodist Men
(UMM) for hosting the church-wide picnic in the Park last month. 18 people attended and enjoyed a day of relaxation,
walking in the park, conversation, and
lots of good food.
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SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY

8:45 am
10:00 am
9:30 am

Adult Sunday School in Conf. Room
Worship Service (kids’ church & nursery)
Food Pantry

6:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Administrative Committees (3rd Tuesday)
Ministry Planning (2nd Tuesday)
Administrative Council (3rd. Tuesday)

WEDNESDAY 10:00 am
10:30 am
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:45 pm

Green Team, Conference Room
Bible Study, Conference Room
Love Feast, Henderson Hall
Young Voices
Choir Practice

FRIDAY

Office Closed
Phone: 727-842-7674 ***** Fax: 727-845-8956
Website: www.fumcnpr.com
Office email: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com
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