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The UMM invite you to a church-wide pic-
nic on Saturday, November 10, at 10:00 
am.  Place:  The James E. Grey Preserve 
located at 6938 Plathe Road in New Port 
Richey.  It is on the Cotee River.  Bring a 
dish to share.  Also, please bring chairs. 

November 2018 

GOOD NEWS 

This year our Charge Conference will be 
held at Bay Hope UMC in Lutz on Sunday, 
November 4, at 4:00 pm.  All are invited. If 
you need a ride, contact the church office. 
Six churches will gather and our District Su-
perintendent, the Rev. Dr. Candace Lewis, 
will preside. 

Help Decorate the Sanctuary 
November 25, After Church 

In the near future the worship committee 
will be asking for your help in making our 
church beautiful for the Christmas holidays.  
Remember "Many hands make light work." 

The organized unit of United Methodist 
Women is a community of women whose 
PURPOSE is to know God, develop a crea-
tive, supportive fellowship, and participate 
in the global ministries of the church.  We 
meet the first Tuesday of each month at 
1pm in Henderson Hall.  All women are en-
couraged to become a member or just at-
tend the meetings. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

MONTHLY MEETING - Tues., Nov. 6th  

CHRISTMAS SALAD LUNCHEON - Sat-
urday, Dec. 8th - Everyone invited! 

Save the date—Church-wide dinner to cele-
brate our ministry, our church family, and 
the gracious goodness of God.  Sunday, 
Nov. 18, at 5 PM.  (see pg. 2 for details) 
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Letter  

Writing  

Sunday 

Nov. 11 

 

The Community Service 

Council of West Pasco is in-

viting us to participate in their 

Honor Flight at Home Project. 

All veterans from WW2, Ko-
rean and Vietnam wars are in-
vited to attend a “Thank You 
For Your Service” ceremony.  
This is for those veterans that 
are not able to make the Hon-
or Flight to Washington D.C.  
During worship on Nov. 11th 
you’ll have a chance to write 
a letter thanking them for 
their service.  We’ll collect 
them in the God Box in the 
Narthex. More information is 
forth coming.   

Blessings, Alex 

We remember all the persons 
who have influenced our faith 
development, especially those 
who have died in the Lord 
since last All Saints Sunday.  
We are grateful for those per-
sons listed below who were 
still a part of our church fami-
ly. 

We are surrounded by a great 
cloud of witnesses. 

Hebrews 12:1 
 

Judy Alexander 

Edna Joene Briggs 

Charlotte Summers 

Robert Ayers 

Betty Snell 

Fred Hutchings 

On Sunday, November 18, 
please bring your gifts of 
food to worship for the 
Food Pantry.   

On Sunday evening at 
5:00 pm, we will gather in 
Henderson Hall for a 
feast! Turkey, dressing 
and drinks are provided.  
Bring a dish to share that 
feeds at least 8 to 10 peo-
ple (if possible). 

*Those with the last initial 
of A to F, bring salads. 

*Those with the last initial 
of G to O, bring desserts. 

*Those with the last initial 
of P to Z, bring vegeta-
bles. 

Come to the Feast! 

The first three Sundays of November will be a series on 
Stewardship, leading up to Thanksgiving.  The basic 
idea is the generosity of God, who continually over-
flows in goodness and love.  How can we become more 
like God?  That’s the question. 

The first Sunday the theme is “the Saints” who, even 
when they are gone, continue to bless us with their ex-
ample.  The second Sunday theme is “Veterans.”  They 
are called to give their lives for others.  The final theme 
is “Ingathering”, looking to the time when love wins 
and all will be well.  Please enter enthusiastically into 
our series.  It may change your life! 
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GREETINGS FROM THE GREEN TEAM 
 
     Your Green Team will be representing our church 
at the “UPCYCLE and Art Festival” on Saturday, No-
vember 17th from 10am till 4pm in Sims Park.  This 
free festival, put on by Keep Pasco Beautiful, will in-
clude lots of vendors, food, music, family fun, etc.  The 
purpose of the event is to encourage recycling in our 
community through a new approach called UPCY-
CLING. 
     To UPCYCLE something is to recycle it in a special 
way, turning “junk” into something new, different, 
beautiful or useful—sort of like what God does with our 
lives.  We are participating in this event to demon-
strate our church’s commitment to care for God’s crea-
tion.  We invite all of you to come join us.  
     There will be something to see:  sample items up-
cycled by the Green Team. 
     There will be something to do:  artistic expressions 
using the GENIUS BOX donations. 
     There will be something to take away:  a free book-
let of upcycling ideas for families. 
     There will be something to buy:  beautiful upcycled 
items from around the globe offered through SERRV, 
a non-profit organization that empowers 7,697 artisans 
from 24 countries breaking the cycle of poverty 
through the work of their hands earning fair wages, 
paid in advance.  We are featuring Christmas orna-
ments as a sign of our faith and our unity with our in-
ternational Christian brothers and sisters, but there will 
be many other exquisite items as well. 
     We hope you will support this latest form of 
FUMC’s Presence in the Park community outreach.  
We will need volunteers to efficiently set up and take 
down our booth, tastefully arrange displays, patiently 
help children find their inner Genius, generously give 
away booklets, and sell stuff with a smile.  In other 
words, your Pumpkin Patch skills are transferrable!  
(For those who cannot make it to the Park, we will be 
bringing the SERRV store to church the next day!) 
 
Your Green Team 

United Methodist Men 

The Methodist Men’s Fellowship will be 
parking cars for the Christmas Parade 
on Saturday December 8, 2018.  The 
parade is in the evening. 

We invite all that can help in this fund 
raiser.  The lot where the construction 
company parked their vehicles is empty.  
This means we have extra acreage to 
park cars and will need more volunteers 
to help.   

Blessings, Alex 

This November we will continue our 
studies on family; different kinds of 
families and extended families. Through 
our Deep Blue friends and bible stories, 
our children are learning about courage, 
bravery and what it takes to serve God. 

See you in the Sunshine Room! 

Miss Julie, Miss JeanAnn, Miss Joan 

and Miss Mary 
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NOTES OF INTEREST 

Irishman named for the great Irish saint, Pat-
rick.  But the name Patrick was too Irish for 
my grandmother and her family.  So my 
grandfather had to change his name to 
Lester… 

Lest I am judging my mother’s family too 
harshly, that thinking and those attitudes 
were not too far from the majority of peo-
ple’s views in America at that time. Social 
consciences were developing but the prevail-
ing attitude was “when these new immigrants 
do as ‘we do’ their problems will be solved.”  
If any wayward children were taken away 
from their wayward parents and into homes 
with good moral values, we would soon have 
people melded in the Protestant work ethic 
and adhering to proper moral standards… 

It was easy to accept this thinking though it 
did cause some conflicts.  When I went to 
Sunday School, I remember those picture 
cards of Jesus with the Bible verse, “Love 
one another.” Nowhere in the Bible did I 
learn that some people weren’t OK.  When 
an individual or group is loved and accepted, 
it is like a flower unfolding, wings on your 
heels, I can climb any mountain feelings—
free of shackles—when your heart is full of 
love you’re nine feet tall. 

So when people can be accepted, just as they 
are and not judged for what they are not, they 
are free to grow and reach their greatest po-
tential and there is change that no amount of 
rejection or force could ever bring about. 

That’s a great gospel story.  Thanks for shar-
ing, Mary.  May God’s love overcome our 
temptation to judge and con-
demn others.  May God give 
us grace and peace to love as 
He does.  Amen. 

Mary Whitaker, a faithful member of 1st 
church, preached a sermon at her home 
church a while back.  She shared it with me 
and I thought it was great.  It has to do with 
recognizing the ways that our backgrounds 
color our perception of people in some pretty 
dark ways.  This is a particularly important 
teaching in the current climate of suspicion 
and hate of people who are not like our-
selves.  Here’s a great story and a family 
confession... 

An important influence on my life was my 
mother and her family.  They were White 
Angle Saxon Protestants, or now popularly 
termed WASP….It seems that my very prop-
er WASP grandmother fell in love with an 

We are thankful that our Sanctuary A/C was 
working during this hot October. The last item 
to be completed is a new thermostat.  

Our aging building needs some more tender 
loving care – floors in two rooms were dam-
aged because of a water backup in the A/C 
system, termites are active again in the balco-
ny, trees needing trimming, and there’s a pos-
sible leak in our church roof. There are more  
items and we are working on solutions. 

Everyone bringing food into the facility, 
please empty trash cans and don’t leave food 
around! 

Leaks in our sprinkling system have been 
found and are slowly being fixed. Once com-
pleted mulch will be placed over the pipes.  
Some mulch has been placed in areas by the 
Boy Scouts and helpers from our church mem-
bers. Thank you. 

TRUSTEES 
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Carrots 
Cereal—Dry, all sizes 
Chili 
Corn 
Corned Beef Hash 
Crackers 
Fruit—Peaches, Fruit cocktail 
Grape Jam (no glass) 
Great Northern Beans 
Green Beans 
Jiffy Mix 
Juice Drinks 

Macaroni & Cheese 
Milk, Canned or Dry 
Peanut Butter 
Peas 
Pork ‘n Beans 
Ramen Noodles 
Ravioli 
Rice, 1 lb. bags 
Sardines 
Soups-Chicken Noodle/Tomato 
Spaghetti 
Spaghetti Sauce (no glass) 

Principal Chris Clayton of the local Achieve Center 
(behind Richey Elementary) contacted our church 
about helping neighborhood people through their 
“self-service” food pantry.   

“Three times a week, Achieve Center at Richey fifth
-graders walk out of class. They aren’t protesting 
school work, but are helping with the school’s newly 
established Little Food Pantry at 6915 Madison St. 
in New Port Richey. ‘This is a blessing,’ said fifth-
grader Jose Martinez, 11. ‘The point is that people 
who don’t have food can get food here.’ (TB Times) 

Drop your food donations off in the narthex at 
church or bring them by the office or our Monday 
Food Pantry. 

New Cooperative Food Ministry 

Spam 
Sweet Potatoes 
Toilet Tissue 
Tomato Sauce 
Tomatoes 
Tuna 
Tuna Helper 
Vienna Sausage 
Water 
White Potatoes 

As of October 22, we gave out 97 bags of food feeding 173 people 
for the month.  There were 18 new families.  Since we are serving 
more families, we need money and food donations.  This is our 
most expensive outreach program. Bring donations with you Sun-
day and leave them in the food box in the narthex.  Put your mon-
ey donations in the offering plate or drop them by the church of-
fice.  Thank you for helping us help our neighbors in need!  

 
The Love Feast continues each 
Wednesday at 5 PM.  This is a great 
example of a successful cooperative 
ministry.  Hope United Methodist 
Church cooks two Wednesdays each 
month. We have a team that cooks 
one Wednesday.  And Jessica Beebe 
of the Community Christian Church 
brings a team one Wednesday. 

We currently serve around 70 peo-
ple, which is the largest the Wednes-
day meal has ever been (even when 
Joining Hands Youth were here!).  
All are invited, the feast is prepared! 
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‘Many hands make light work’. 
‘Large tasks become small when divided 
among several people.’ These Proverbs re-
mind me of 1 Corinthian’s 12:12-27. ‘One 
body many parts’. All of us make up the body 
of Christ and each of you have played your 
part during our pumpkin season. Thank you 
everyone for your prayers, your donations, 
cakes, lending hands, hard work and 
SWEAT! Special thanks to Joining Hands 
Youth for helping with the unloading and 
Festival. Much fun was had at the fall festival 
by families who come year after year from the 
neighborhood. The hayride and bounce house 
is always a big hit but the bingo and choir was 
enjoyed by all age groups.  Thank you 

Vaughn/Nelson family. Thank you Caleb for 
sharing your birthday.....without Matt and 
Cheryl Swartsel , we may not have had the hay 
ride! Many thanks to our crafty ladies! The 
cakes were beautiful this year! $182 was raised 
for the food pantry. We had three days of field 
trips from Richey Elementary; thank you Jean 
Ann Lewis for organizing. Final numbers are 
yet to be tallied for Troop 8’s fundraising. 
Monies raised will go towards special summer 
camping trips. Thank you Troop 8....without 
you we wouldn’t have a Pumpkin Season at 1st 
Church! 
With Gratitude and Love, 

Julie Calafiura & Mary Ferraro 
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NOVEMBER GOOD NEWS 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

OF NEW PORT RICHEY  
5901 Indiana Avenue  

New Port Richey, FL 34652 

 

 

SUNDAY 8:45 am Adult Sunday School in Conf. Room 
 10:00 am Worship Service (kids’ church & nursery) 
MONDAY 9:30 am Food Pantry 
 
TUESDAY 6:00pm Administrative Committees (3rd Tuesday) 
 6:30pm Ministry Planning (2nd Tuesday) 
 7:00pm Administrative Council (3rd. Tuesday) 
 
WEDNESDAY 10:00 am Green Team, Conference Room 
 10:30 am Bible Study, Conference Room 
 5:00 pm Love Feast, Henderson Hall 
 5:00 pm Young Voices 
 6:45 pm Choir Practice 
 
FRIDAY Office Closed 
 

Phone:  727-842-7674   *****   Fax:  727-845-8956 

Website:  www.fumcnpr.com 

Office email: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com 

 

 

Postmaster Send Address Changes To:  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
NEW PORT RICHEY  

5901 INDIANA AVENUE  

NEW PORT RICHEY, FL 34652  

Phone: 727-842-7674  

Fax: 727-845-8956  

E-mail: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com  

 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
WWW.FUMCNPR.COM  

 

 


