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GOOD NEWS 

September 2018 

 

We will be starting a Bereave-
ment Group on Saturday, Sep-
tember 8, 2018, at 10:00 am in 
the Conference Room. 
 
This group will be open to all 
who have lost a loved one re-
cently or in the past.  The 
group will meet for a minimum 
of four weeks. 
 
"Dear friends since God so 
loved us, we also want to love 
one another."  1 John 4:11 
 
Blessings, Alex 

You are invited to a deli-
cious meal of chicken pot 
pie with biscuits immediately 
following the worship ser-
vice on September 16.  Help 
us kick off our Pumpkin 
Season and find a place 
where you can help with the 
pumpkins, field trips, fall fes-
tival and trunk or treat.  

GREETINGS FROM THE GREEN TEAM 
 

MULCH should be arriving soon as a free gift from the 
City to beautify Church grounds!  Our Boy Scouts will 
be spreading it.  Call Conny Cranford at 727-237-9692 
if you want to help. 
 

UPCYCLE is coming UP!  This annual event will take 
place on November 17 in Sims Park as part of the 
City’s efforts to highlight and encourage creative ways 
to recycle.  Our church will have a table.  We need your 
help to fill that table with items and ideas that reflect 
our commitment to care for God’s creation!  Call Car-
olyn Arnold at 727-808-3162 if you want to help. 
 

STYROFOAM SWITCH-OUT is underway to move to-
ward more environmentally friendly options.  Research 
is needed to find appropriate substitutes for Styrofoam 
and to develop effective ways to recycle these things.  
Call Mary Carefoot at 731 394-0576 if you want to help. 
 

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES that are committed 
to recycling, such as Bob Heilman’s Beachcomber 
Restaurant in Clearwater.  Ideas for fieldtrips and other 
signs of support are needed.  Call Barbara Mullins at 
901 786-2182 if you want to help. 
 

NEXT GREEN TEAM MEETING will be after church on 
Sunday, September 9, at 11:00 am.  Bring a bag lunch 
and your ideas. 
 

All are welcome! 
 

Your Green Team 
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Young Voices is finally becoming a real-
ity!  Ruthie Nelson has dreamed of start-
ing a community choir of children in the 
4th and 5th grades that would meet 
weekly at our church.  Note that in the 
letter below Registration is on September 
12 from 5:00pm-6:15PM.  Help us get 
the word out and lets have a great start 
to this new outreach program of First 
UMC, New Port Richey! 

************* 
 
First Church is the home to the Young 
Voices of New Port Richey!  Young Voic-
es is the newest children’s chorus that is 
open to any student in 4th or 5th grade 
that loves to sing.   We need your help in 
several ways!! 
 
First, please help getting the word out to 
any potential singers.  Fliers will be avail-
able in church the next few Sundays to 
give to a student that may be interested 
or to post in neighborhood bulletins, cof-
fee shops, or where ever you see fit! 
 
Second, First Church is keeping the cost 
to only $20 per year to help families in 
our neighborhood.  That means we need 
your financial help to pay for the music 
for a child.  For only $25 you can 
“Sponsor a Singer” which will pay for his 
or her music for the entire year.  You can 

mark on your giving envelope “Sponsor 
a Singer.” 
 
Third, we need volunteers to help man 
the registration desk and direct families 
to where they are supposed to be.  Reg-
istration is on Wednesday, September 
12

th
, from 5:00-6:15 pm.  We need help-

ers from 4:30-6:30 pm.  Rehearsals will 
be every week starting September 19th 
from 5:00-6:15 pm.  If you’d like to volun-
teer, please contact Ruthie at 813-997-
6481. 
 
Fourth, give a great big thank you to Da-
vid Mathews, our church organist, as he 
is accompanying the choir for no charge.  
We are so lucky to have his talents! 
 
Thank you for your support in this new 
endeavor!  It is a wonderful way for our 
church to reach out to the community. 
 
In other news, I’m excited to start Chan-
cel Choir rehearsals again!  Rehearsals 
will be from 6:45-7:45 every Wednesday 
evening.  It will be 
wonderful to hear you 
all! 
 

Ruthie Nelson,  
Music Director 
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NOTES OF INTEREST 

We are all getting excited to be returning 
to worship in the sanctuary this month.  
The date is still uncertain.  The air han-
dler was the real challenge. To be in-
stalled it had to be taken apart and then 
reassembled in the Pastor’s office.  Then 
the drop ceiling was removed. Finally, the 
air handler had to be hoisted up and se-
cured.  Finally, the ceiling had to be rein-
stalled.  Keep praying that things go 
smoothly. 
 

We would like to thank the Boy Scouts for 
their help with taking down tables in Hen-
derson Hall after their meetings when 
they are here.  It is a tremendous help for 
Sunday service. 
 
Remember when you are the last one out 
of the building to turn off the A/C and 
lights and lock the gates.  Thanks! 
 

The Trustees 

Life is often perplexing.  Not having answers 
to our questions and our problems can cause a 
lot of disquiet during the day and a lot of sleep-
lessness during the night. 

A Bohemian-Austrian poet in the last century 
named Rainer Maria Rilke proposed a strategy 
for dealing with perplexity that I think is very 

helpful.  He called it “living the questions.”  
When most of us are frantically searching for 
answers to problems in our lives, he said, 
“Relax,” and don’t bite off more than you can 
chew at the moment.  Here’s a quote where he 
describes his technique for living: 

Have patience with everything that re-
mains unsolved in your heart.  Try to love 
the questions themselves, like locked 
rooms and like books written in a foreign 
language.  Do not now look for answers.  
They cannot be given to you because you 
could not live them.  It is a question of ex-
periencing everything.  At present you 
need to live the question.  Perhaps you 
will gradually, without even noticing it, 
find yourself experiencing the answer, 
some distant day.    

When I first heard of this idea of living the 
questions I didn’t think it sounded too good.  I 
had a hard time giving up my search for clari-
ty.  But the more I’ve thought about it and con-
sidered my experience in life, it makes more 
and more sense to me. 

It’s a great description of what the church has 
historically called living by faith and not by 
sight.  There are potentialities hidden from us 
when we are constantly seeking control, clari-
ty, and schematization.  When we stop desper-
ately scrambling for answers, the questions 
that remain bring their own illumination.  Isn’t 
this what we mean by saying, “God will make 
a way when there is no other way.”? 

May the questions that perplex you appear in 
your soul as hidden blessings.  May the God 
beyond our understanding move in your heart 
and soul. 

 

Blessings with peace, 
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First United Methodist Church will be helping Marlowe Elementary’s Pack-A-Sack pro-

gram beginning in September.  We received a $2,000.00 grant from One Community 

Now to start the program.  Cash donations and food donations are welcome at any 

time.  We will be sponsoring 20 children at Marlowe Elementary School.  We are look-

ing for volunteers to help pack the sacks and deliver the sacks to the school.  See the 

list below. 
 

Food Item Examples: 

 Peanut Butter    Oatmeal Packets 

 Pudding Cups    Cereal (1 oz. bowl or box) 

 Sleeve of Crackers   Cereal/Granola/Breakfast Bars 

 Juice Boxes    Vienna Sausage 

 Beef Jerky (1 oz.)   Pasta (can-i.e., Ravioli) 

 Fruit/Vegetable Cups   Beanie Weenies 

 Raisins     Tuna/Chicken (can/packets) 

 Milk (non-perishable)   Easy Mac 
 

If you are interested in helping with this outreach, please see Carolyn Arnold. 

The next meeting of the Unit-
ed Methodist Men will be on 
September 16, 2018, in the 
Conference Room at 6:00 pm.  
Bring snacks to share and in-
vite a friend. 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your 
own understanding in all your 
ways acknowledge him. 
 

Blessings, Alex  

BIBLE STUDY NEWS 
 

The Wednesday Morning Bible Study will begin 
a new 5-week series on September 5

th
 at 10:30 

am in the Conference Room opposite the en-
trance to Henderson Hall.  The title is Every-
body, Always:  Becoming Love in a World Full of 
Setbacks and Difficult People.  Please join us 
for an engaging, timely challenge to step out 
and do what Jesus said to do!  Student books 
are available for $9.99. 

COMPASSIONATE CARE 
 

There will not be a Compassionate Care meet-
ing in September.  The next Compassionate 
Care meeting will be on  October 13, 2018, at 
9:00am. 



5 

We are pleased to announce that a Baby 
Shower for S.O.L.V.E. will be held at our unit 
meeting on Tuesday, September 4, at 1:00 pm 
at First United Methodist Church, Henderson 
Hall, 5901 Indiana Avenue in New Port Rich-
ey.  All ladies are invited.  Please bring an 
UNWRAPPED gift.  Suggestions for gifts 
are:  new and gently used clothing for new-
born up to 6X, diapers from newborn to 4X, 
baby hygiene products.  Also, they accept 
new or gently used Nursery furniture that will 
be updated to meet State and Federal Safety 
standards.  We will have a speaker from 
S.O.L.V.E. that afternoon. 
 
Don’t forget to start filling your School Kit 
Bags for children using the Children’s Ditty 
Bag list. The Children’s Ditty Bags will be 
collected at our Unit meeting on October 2nd.  
Children’s Ditty Bag Lists can be found in the 
Narthex. 

CHILD DITTY BAG CONTENTS 
 

1 full-size bar of soap & washcloth 
1 comb or brush 

2 or 3 travel-size shampoos 
1 toothbrush & 1 toothpaste (any size – no mouthwash, please) 

(Place above items in a 1 gallon Zip-Lock bag) 
and 

1 pair of child’s scissors 
1 box 8, 16 or 24 count crayons or 1 box nontoxic washable markers 

1 or 2 glue sticks or 1 small bottle Elmer’s glue 
2 pencils (and a sharpener, if possible) 

1 pen 
1 pair of socks 

                                               1 notebook 
1 stuffed animal or toy 

 
Optional Items 

 
1 children’s book 

1 small New Testament 
1 small packet of Kleenex 

5 Band-aids 

Circles resume in September.  All women are 
invited!  The Wesleyan Guild for working 
women meets on the first Monday at 7:00 pm 
at the Parsonage.  This month, they will meet 
on the second Monday, September 10, due to 
the Labor Day Holiday.  The Dorcas Circle 
meets on the second Tuesday, September 11, 
at 10:00 am in the Conference Room.  The 
Lydia Circle meets on the third Tuesday, Sep-
tember 18, at 1:00 pm in the Conference 
Room.  The Rebekah Circle meets on the 
third Thursday, September 20, at 1:00 pm in 
Henderson Hall.  We hope to see you there!!! 
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Dear Pumpkin Friends, 
 

Pumpkin Season begins this month!  We need your pray-
ers!  We need your support!  Please consider how you may 
help the church this season as we welcome our Pumpkins, 
our Scouts and our community.  Think Big and round and 
orange as you envision your part in our biggest outreach ef-
fort of the year.  How can you help?  Attend a planning meeting in September and 
contribute an idea you’ve had, decorate a scarecrow, bake a cake, sweep the breeze-
way, distribute flyers to schools, donate candy, eat candy, schedule school field trips, 
monitor toilet paper in bathroom, run a video, help direct parking, sing karaoke style, 
monitor a game station, help a child with a craft, smile at a child holding their pump-
kin, take a family picture at the patch, pray for someone in need, help feed volunteers, 
wash dishes, put away dishes, pass out candy at the Trunk or Treat, drive the hay 
ride, sell pumpkins, unload pumpkins, carve pumpkins, eat pumpkin pie.......still can’t 
find something you can do?  Attend our luncheon September 16th to discover more 
ways you may help.  But at the least, give us your prayers and, if able bodied, your 
presence to smile at our visitors and smile at the rest of us as we all love on our com-
munity this pumpkin season.  Be sure to write these important dates on your calendar. 
 
 

Sunday September 16 
Pumpkin Season Kick Off Luncheon 
 

Thursdays in September 
Planning Meetings 7pm, Rm. 1 
(6th,13th,20th and 27th, all are welcome!) 
  

September 15th               Oct 13 
Church Cleanup Day 9am-11am            Pumpkin Delivery & Feeding of Volunteers 
 

Oct 20                Oct 31 
Fall Festival 10am-3pm             Trunk or Treat 6-8pm 
 
 

See you at the patch! 
 

Miss Julie and Miss Mary  
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SEPTEMBER GOOD NEWS 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

OF NEW PORT RICHEY  
5901 Indiana Avenue  

New Port Richey, FL 34652 

 

 

SUNDAY 8:45 am Adult Sunday School in Conf. Room 
 10:00 am Worship Service (kids’ church & nursery) 
MONDAY 9:30 am Food Pantry 
 
TUESDAY 6:00pm Administrative Committees (3rd Tuesday) 
 6:30pm Ministry Planning (2nd Tuesday) 
 7:00pm Administrative Council (3rd. Tuesday) 
 
WEDNESDAY 10:00 am Green Team, Conference Room 
 10:30 am Bible Study, Conference Room 
 5:00 pm Love Feast, Henderson Hall 
 5:00 pm Young Voices 
 6:45 pm Choir Practice 
 
FRIDAY Office Closed 
 

Phone:  727-842-7674   *****   Fax:  727-845-8956 

Website:  www.fumcnpr.com 

Office email: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com 

 

 

Postmaster Send Address Changes To:  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
NEW PORT RICHEY  

5901 INDIANA AVENUE  

NEW PORT RICHEY, FL 34652  

Phone: 727-842-7674  

Fax: 727-845-8956  

E-mail: frontoffice@fumcnpr.com  

 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
WWW.FUMCNPR.COM  

 

 


